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vourable consideration of their request for assistance”.  
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enabled so many to enjoy and participate in the club. The members have been enthusiastic and committed 
to building the club assets which has afforded much greater opportunities for participation in a healthy  

recreational activity. Aside from the obvious health benefits, the club has added to the wellbeing of  
community members through providing opportunities for social and competition tennis, hire of facilities -

which my other daughter Rowena and her friends also participated in and for involvement in events such 

as tournaments which include participants from other areas.  
 
Council is most supportive of the achievements of the volunteers in building the club and is happy to assist 
where able.  I offer my congratulations and appreciation to a strong and successful club which over many 
years has contributed much to the good health and wellbeing of Healesville community”. 

 



5 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF FINANCIAL AND OTHER SUPPORT (CONT’D) 

From Healesville Football and Netball Club 

“........it is particularly important to recognise the longevity of the Healesville Tennis Club, and 120 years is 

a significant milestone of which your club and our community ........ should be proud.....”  

 

From Tennis Victoria 

“...... Tennis Victoria believes that cementing the club‟s long history in the form of a book 

will inspire interest in the Yarra Valley‟s culture and heritage.   The publication will also 

contribute to the long term sustainability of the club‟s culture within the municipality ......”  

 

From Healesville and District Historical Society 

“........ It is important for the historical record of this community that Healesville Tennis Club‟s activities, 

personnel and contributions to the area be recorded in book form rather than kept in a collection of 

boxes.....”  

 

From the Eastern Region Tennis Inc. 
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know of another E.R.T. Tennis Club with a longer existence/history than Healesville which is  

testament to the dedication and commitment of your Club Committees over the last 120 years. 

 

Healesville has entered Junior and Senior Tennis Teams in our E.R.T. weekend competitions for years both 

before and after the amalgamation, and with over 90 different Tennis Clubs playing within E.R.T. we are 

sure everyone has enjoyed the terrific setting in Queens Park, especially the recent upgrade and  

improvements made to the Courts.  In the 2008-2009 Summer season and Winter 2009 season, Healesville 

won the very prestigious E.R.T. Eric Obst award for the best overall results from all Clubs playing within 
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HEALESVILLE TENNIS CLUB - TIME LINE 

1889   Formation of Club, Adoption of Club Colours Old Gold & Green 

1890   September 11th Official Opening of tennis courts at the present site of 

  the Bowling Club, River Street 

1894   A Croquet club joined the Tennis Club to form the Healesville Tennis & 

   Croquet Club 

1920   The Tennis & Croquet Club separates 

1922   Joined the new Yarra Valley Tennis Association; HTC won the first 

   Premiership 

1933   Moved from River Street to Queens Park 

1934   Official opening of courts at Queens Park 

1939   50th birthday celebrations   

  HTC relinquished inter-club competition due to the war 

1940   New pavilion opened 

1943   Fourteen members of HTC were on „active service‟ 

1946   HTC entered two teams in newly established Lilydale & Wandin District 

   Tennis Association  

1948/9  Visit of Harry Hopman for „exhibition‟ match 

1954   Blazers introduced 

1959   Hall known as Tennis Pavilion used as Club rooms 

1963   Lilydale-Wandin Tennis Association renamed Upper Yarra District Tennis 

   Association 

1970   Mid Week Ladies competed in Ferntree Gully & District Wednesday Ladies 

  Tennis Association (FTG&DWLTA) 

1977   The introduction of a Senior Winter competition UYDTA  

   Lights installed on two courts   

1978   HTC Constitution introduced 

1979   The introduction of Junior Saturday morning tennis 

1981   Junior age championships introduced 

1982   Courts 1&2 Plexipave built, New Clubhouse built 
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HEALESVILLE TENNIS CLUB - TIME LINE (CONT’D) 

1983   Lights installed on other courts 

   October, Queens Park Tennis clubhouse opened   

1984   OTC Building moved to Don Road Recreation Reserve courts 

1985   Night competition began 

1986   Don Road Courts opened 

1987   HTC became incorporated 

1988   Mid Week Ladies (MWL) competed in Mountain Area Ladies Tuesday 

  Tennis Assoc. (MALTTA) 

1989   HTC celebrated its Centenary Year.  Veterans Social Tennis commenced  

1993   Upper Yarra District Tennis Association (UYDTA) and Ferntree Gully & 

  District Tennis Association ceased. 

1994   Eastern Region Tennis Inc. formed.  HTC joined the new Association. 

1999   Opening of Queens Park (QP) Clubhouse Reid Extension 

2005   Opening of Queens Park Courts 5&6, with sand-filled Synthetic Grass 

2009   April, opening of QP Courts 3&4:  Two-tone sand-filled Synthetic Grass 

2010   September; celebrated 120th Birthday 

2011   The history of the HTC recorded in Advantage Healesville.  
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PREFACE: 

 

„Advantage Healesville!‟ celebrates our club.  I am thrilled to have assisted in the  

presentation of Healesville Tennis Club‟s history in book form.  Bushfires threatened 

Healesville in February 2009 and the urgent need arose to document our contribution to 

community life in case our records were lost. 

 

A community grant offered by the Yarra Ranges Council made this book possible and we 

will be eternally grateful for that contribution. 

 

The club is indebted and appreciates the extensive hours of research dedicated to this 

publication and the professional approach of our long-term member, Bryn Jones. 

 

Healesville Tennis Club has always had good teams – never more so than the Historical 

Book Sub-Committee comprising Beth Honeycombe, Rick Highett, Joan Duncan, 

Bryn Jones, Paula Pearce and myself.  Thank you for prioritizing your busy lives to this 

project. 

 

Tennis, the game means such different things to different players. Over the years we‟ve 

seen our share of champions.  However, there is much more than winning going on on a 

tennis court.  Sport is part escapism; leaving your troubles at the court gate allows  

players to release endorphins and play: side benefits are amusement, physical health and 

social connectedness. Look around our broader community and you will observe many 

friendships that originated through our club. 

 

At Healesville we offer a broad variety of opportunities to have fun on a tennis court:- 

Saturday Juniors & Seniors, Night competition (Tuesday evenings), Veterans Social 

(Tuesday mornings), Mid-week Ladies Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Coaching –  

Juniors & Adults, group and individual lessons, disabled tennis through Access All  

Abilities, and Beginner Sessions through the local Neighbourhood House, and Courts for 

Hire for the general public including residents and holiday visitors. 

 

Longevity in sport is one of my personal missions – so inspiring to see octogenarians  

enjoying tennis – and even at a competitive level.  Whatever level you‟re at, all comers 

are welcome at Healesville and we offer something for everyone. 
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You will read in this book of the marvellous array of  

individuals who have been members – a veritable Who‟s Who  

of Healesville and the Yarra Valley.  Everyone associated with  

our Club has contributed towards the vibrant Club we are today.   

Being recognized as the Best Club in Eastern Region Tennis  

Association (approx 84 clubs from Hawthorn to Steels Creek  

and Burwood to Warrandyte) for 2009 and 2010 are definitely  

highlights for our club.   

 

Our facilities have been improved by enthusiastic committees over the years and we are 

fortunate to have the best tennis facility in the Yarra Valley – 10 courts available seven 

days a week means we don‟t have to have a booking system.   „You can always play  

tennis at Healesville!‟  New members always welcome! 

 

A huge thank you to all the past & present members for your contribution in collectively 

making this club what it is today. 

 

Enjoy this read.  Involvement with this club has truly advantaged Healesville in a myriad 

of immeasurable ways. 

 

 

Kathleen Cameron, 

President    
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Healesville Tennis & 
Croquet Club c1894 

INTRODUCTION            

The Healesville Tennis Club (HTC), founded in 1889, has a great deal to be proud of.   

After 121 uninterrupted seasons it is still a strong and viable organisation.  Currently it 

has a membership of 150, and fields teams in mixed senior competitions, mid-week  

ladies and junior boys and girls competitions, as well as having a night competition and a 

veterans weekly session, playing on the club‟s ten courts. 

 

According to Tennis Victoria‟s records, only a handful of clubs, who formed Tennis  

Victoria in 1892, were founded before the Healesville Tennis Club, and a number of these 

no longer exist.  Healesville Tennis Club, therefore, is part of an exclusive group of  

Victorian Tennis clubs who have existed for well over a hundred years.  An interesting 

aside is that the All-England Tennis Club - the „home of tennis‟ at Wimbledon - was 

founded in 1877, only a dozen years before HTC, after initially existing as a croquet club 

in 1868 with six members. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From its earliest days the membership of HTC has been a virtual „who‟s who‟ of the 

town‟s prominent and involved citizens.  Local politicians, business owners, sportsmen 

and women, community-minded people - the movers and shakers of the district - often 

have been players or officials of the club.  One official visitor even remarked on it being a 

pleasure to be at the season‟s opening “when all the youth and beauty of the district was 

assembled”.  Evidently HTC had not only good but also good-looking players. 

 

The philosophy that HTC should be at the core of its community seems to be a thread 

throughout much of its history.  Long may it continue. 
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CHAPTER 1 - 120TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 120 years unbroken history of the Healesville Tennis Club was recognised and  

celebrated in October 2009. 

 

Club President, Kathy Cameron, welcomed guests at the Club Rooms in Queens Park.  

They included Tennis Victoria‟s Vice President, Geoff Stone and Treasurer, John 

Bryan, Yarra Ranges Councillor, Jeanette McRae, and Robert Jackson from the  

Eastern Region Tennis Association.  Bryn Jones, a tennis club member and President of 

the Healesville and District Historical Society outlined the beginnings of the club and the 

early history, and relayed a number of anecdotes from the club‟s long history. 

 

Mr Stone and Mr Bryan both commented on the „high tone‟ set by the club with the  

clubrooms adorned with premiership flags, honour boards, and historic photographs and 

documents recording the club‟s history and achievements.  “Clubs like Healesville are 

truly the grass roots of tennis, and the success or failure of tennis comes right back to 

clubs such as yours”, praised Mr Bryan. 

 

Life Member and club stalwart, Rick Highett, 

who has been an active member since 1958 

spoke of the club‟s achievements and place in 

the community over the past half century. 

 

Life Member  

Dot McMaster 

Life Member 

Rick Highett 

Dot McMaster, Lorna Murphy,  

Isabella Pearce (wearing the historic blazer), 

Rick Highett and Kathy Cameron 
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THE CENTENARY 

The Healesville Tennis Club reached an outstanding milestone in 1989:   

a hundred years of continuous existence.  Any type of club or organisation arriving at its  

centenary is a notable achievement: for a small country tennis club it is remarkable. 

 

This was acknowledged by both the Prime Minister and the Victorian Premier in their  

letters to the club.  The Prime Minister, Bob Hawke, sent his  

congratulations to Healesville Tennis Club.  Mr Hawke wrote, “There 

are numerous towns throughout Australia which are over 100 years 

old, but few can boast sporting clubs which have reached their century.  

Congratulations to the Healesville Tennis Club on reaching such a  

historic milestone.  I offer my best wishes for a most memorable and 

enjoyable celebration, and I wish the Club every success for the next 

hundred years”.  

 

The Premier, John Cain, also sent his congratulations.  Mr Cain wrote, 

“It is encouraging to know that your club, with its strong membership 

and excellent year-round facilities is serving the Healesville community 

so well.  It has been doing so for 100 years and is poised to continue 

into the next century.  I wish you all the very best for your forthcoming 

Centenary celebrations and for the next 100 years”. 

 

The club celebrated its hundredth anniversary with a Centenary Lunch 

on September 3rd 1989 and a Centenary Ball. 
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Apparently it was the intention of the Centenary Committee to produce a book recording 

the club‟s long history, but, for a number of reasons, this did not happen.  However, 

Mountain Views did print a four page „spread‟ containing a great deal of material,  

prepared by Jamie Howie, about the early history of the club, and other relevant and 

interesting information. 

 

 

From left:  Carole Ure, Centenary Committee; Bruce Moore, Selection Committee; Beth Crossman, 

Junior Selector; Beth Honeycombe, Junior Chairperson; Peter Chapman, Committee; Kaye Ashe, 

Secretary; Diana Stuart, Mid-week Ladies Rep; Tony Druitt, President; Gwen Smola, Treasurer 89

-90; Dot Peters, Centenary Committee; Rick Highett, Selector Committee; Lyn Boeder, Chairper-

son Senior Selection Committee; Wendy Racine, Selector. 

Insets:  Flo Flood, Committee; Shirley Tolley, Centenary Committee; Michael Young, Selector; 

Jamie Howie, Centenary Committee; Isabel Brooks, Secretary 89-90; Henri Louw,  

Committee 89-90; Ian Pollock, Vice President; David Stoddart; Rob Bishop, Selector 89-90;  

Dot McMaster, Centenary Committee. 
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CHAPTER 2 - THE LOCAL HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The Healesville Tennis Club was formed during a significant decade in Healesville‟s  

history, when the hamlet, established in 1865, began to emerge from its crude,  

backblocks image.  Between the late 1880s and the late 1890s, when the population 

increased from little more than 200 to approximately 600 a remarkable number of  

sporting clubs and social and cultural societies were established.  As well as the tennis 

club, cricket, football, athletics, rifle, bowls, croquet, horse-racing and cycling clubs, a  

literary and debating society and a social club for dancing, singing and party games  

began.  They and the Amateur Minstrels and the Healesville Brass Band formed  

Healesville‟s social fabric. 

 

The other relevant local developments which put the tennis club‟s foundations in its  

historical context include: 

The foundation of the Shire of Healesville in 1887; 

The construction in 1888 of Gracedale House, a large and impressive temperance hotel;  

The rebuilding of a formerly one-storey wooden structure as the substantial Edgcumbe‟s Hotel 

(now the Grand Hotel); 

The construction of the large, two-storey Terminus Hotel; 

The opening of the railway on 1st March 1889; and 

The official closure of the village of Fernshaw (which had been the foremost tourist destination in 

Victoria) in 1891. 

All these developments had an influence on and reflected the growing importance of 

Healesville as an attraction for visitors, and a sign that it was becoming „established‟.  

 

 

 

 

 

Nicholson Street, 

looking West 

from the balcony 

of Edgcumbe’s 

Hotel 1889. 
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Back row: from left 2nd  Frank Osborn, 5th Jack Burnside , 8th Les (Pop) Adam, 

Middle Row from left:  7th in collar & tie Councillor Mowle, 11th in Hat with flower Mrs Les Adam, 

Front row seated: 4th Vera Stanley, 8th J. Duscher,  standing on Right: Adele Andrew 
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CHAPTER 3 - THE RIVER STREET YEARS 

HOW AND WHEN IT ALL BEGAN FOR THE HEALESVILLE TENNIS CLUB 1889-1894  

It was in this changing and progressive atmosphere that a number of Healesville‟s most 

prominent and influential citizens believed that the time was ripe for the formation of a 

tennis club in the town.  After what were probably a few informal meetings, the Lilydale 

Express reported that a strong, influential committee had been formed with  

Mr E H Cameron MLA as President, Mr D Cameron as Secretary and Alfred Blannin 

(Healesville‟s first Shire President) and Rev Joseph Shaw (Superintendent of Coranderrk 

Aboriginal Station) as Vice-Presidents. 

 

The first major task was to find a suitable location for the new club to construct tennis 

courts.  An application was made to the Crown Lands Department for permission to play 

on an area of land in the present River Street, close to the banks of the Watts River 

(currently the home of the Bowling Club).  The Club‟s request was quickly granted, and 

just six weeks after its formation, with members of the club working with such alacrity and 

enthusiasm, by early September the ground had been cleared and three courts prepared 

so that 30 financial members were able to practise “whenever the weather permitted”.   

 

The courts were officially declared open by Mrs Joseph Shaw at 3.15pm on September 

11th 1889 by serving a ball, “to the cheers of the crowd”. 

 

An exhibition match was then played by Messrs Baird and Cameron against Messrs 

Farrell and Helyar, after which mixed sets were played for the rest of the afternoon.  In 

the evening, a social was held in Edgcumbe‟s Hotel (now The Grand).   

Adolphus Edgcumbe was the owner of the hotel, a prominent local identity and,  

according to one source, „the inaugural President‟ of the Tennis Club.  The proceedings 

concluded at 3.30 the following morning. 1 

 

The Healesville Tennis Club was off to a great start, and with a hard-working and  

influential committee, and the support of the town‟s wealthier residents, the future of the 

club looked rosy indeed.  And so it proved.   
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CONSOLIDATION AND DEVELOPMENT 1894 - 1933 

The Healesville Tennis Club remained at the River Street venue for almost forty more 

years, and established itself as a prominent part of the town‟s social and sporting scene.  

For more than half of this period minutes of committee meetings and AGMs are no longer 

available.  However, some information is available from other sources. 

 

There was a move by some tennis club members to introduce croquet to the area, and in 

1894 the tennis club became the Healesville Tennis and Croquet Club.  A croquet lawn 

was laid in an area that is now a part of the Healesville Bowling Club. 

 

On September 1st 1903 The Healesville Guardian reported that the Healesville Tennis 

Club was planning „a concert and dramatic entertainment‟ to augment funds. 

 

In 1912 the official opening of the season was a combined effort of the tennis, croquet 

and bowling clubs, occupying adjoining areas on the River Street side.  The Healesville 

Guardian reported “On a perfect day the greens and surroundings looked at their best”.  

Cr. Tevlin, President of the Bowling Club, welcomed visitors (bowlers from Box Hill and 

tennis players from Yarra Glen), and the Shire President (Cr. Dawborn) declared the 

clubs open for the season.  „Play was socially indulged in on both croquet and bowling 

greens and tennis courts, and a most enjoyable time was spent by all.  Refreshments on 

a lavish scale greeted the gathering and the ladies and all helpers are to be compli-

mented on the fine way in which they catered for the inner wants of the assembly‟. 

  

 

Gentlemen of the club - 1900s 
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In 1913 a deputation from the tennis club „waited on the bowling club seeking an  

amalgamation of the two clubs‟, but the bowling club considered that „at this juncture it 

was inadvisable‟. 2 

 

By 1918 HTC had been in existence for nearly 30 years and it is not surprising that a  

recommendation in November was that a tender for reconstructing both tennis courts be 

accepted.  It was £5-10.0. 

 

In 1919 the Committee formulated a set of 17 rules and regulations for the club.   

They included: that the c lub colours  be Old Gold and Green; 

   that candidates for admission to membership shall be nominated by  

   members and a ballot, if demanded, of committee be taken; 

   that the committee shall have full control of the courts (and green) with 

   power to make regulations and impose fines as they deem fit. 

 

These and the other regulations seem to have established the basic rules by which HTC 

was to operate.  Presumably there had been a set of rules formulated when the club was 

founded, so either they had been lost, fallen into misuse or were considered out-of-date. 

 

 

 

Circa 1900 Ladies Croquet and Tennis Club 

 

From left:  Mrs John Green, 4th Miss Deborah Green, 5th Miss Ethel Shaw 
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One unusual feature of the 1919 AGM was that the Hon Sec. Mr Begg, stated that the 

balance sheet was not ready for presentation as his time had been taken up in attending 

to his own private matters, and he asked to be relieved of his duties.  

 

The courts had been relaid at a cost of over £100, paid by money from entertainments 

and the issue of about £70 worth of debentures. 

 

The list of officers elected at this meeting reads like a „who‟s who‟ of Healesville business 

owners:  Hodges, Matthews, Burnside, Pierce, Andrew, Phillips, Wellman,  

Hurlstone, Bradshaw, Sheehan, Roy and Christie. 3 

 

Mr A. Hewitt was appointed caretaker and was commissioned to collect playing fees at a 

remuneration of 10% of takings.  Other duties to be paid at the rate of 1/- (one shilling) 

per hour. 

 

The combined Tennis & Croquet Club operated harmoniously until 1920 when  

disagreements developed over annual subscriptions and how they were being spent.  The 

tennis- playing members believed that their fees were being used to subsidise the  

activities of the less popular „mallet sport‟.  The matter came to a head at the club‟s 31st 

AGM on November 9th 1920 when the President, Mr Leon Phillips, detailed the Club‟s 

unsatisfactory financial situation, emphasising the cost of upkeep of the croquet green 

compared with the income generated by the croquet-playing members‟ subscriptions (by 

this time the tennis courts had a gravel-type surface and were relatively maintenance 

free).  The motion was put and eventually carried that the Croquet and Tennis clubs form 

their own committees and run their own affairs.  The Croquet Club was given a month‟s 

notice of the impending separation.  The assets of the joint club were divided evenly, 

with a newly-purchased lawnmower, a number of trestles and tables and various other 

items being presented to the Croquet Club on the motion of the President. 4   

 

The bowling club, too, considered a change in 1921, and drew up plans to relocate by 

laying a new green in Queens Park, but the estimated costs were considered too great 

and the matter was “postponed until some future date”. 5 
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New asphalt courts were opened in 1921, and the Match Committee agreed to join with 

Lilydale, Yarra Glen and Croydon in a pennant competition.  In intra-club competition 

most events were handicap contests, with ladies handicapped from scratch to 50 points 

and men to 80 points. 

 

In 1922 HTC decided to join the Yarra Valley Tennis Association and the committee  

agreed that the club would pay half the travelling expenses to all matches played „away 

from our courts‟.  

 

The Secretary was instructed to confirm with the Healesville Shire Council the club‟s  

occupancy of the ground being used by the club, on the surface a strange request  

considering that the club had been using the facility for 33 years! 

 

HTC won the YVTA championship in the 1922-3 season and received £6 to buy a trophy 

in recognition of the win. 

 

The Lawn Tennis Association of Australia was invited to send a team for an exhibition 

match on the opening day of the 1923-4 season.  Pat O’Hara Woods,  

Gordon Patterson, R.L.Werthurn and G.N.Roberts (presumably well-known players 

of the day) were requested.  Editors of The Sun, The Argus, and Table Talk were advised 

of the Opening Day. 

 

At the 1924 AGM the Debenture Committee was asked to arrange a fresh issue of deben-

tures - 100 at £1 each - to provide funds for the erection of a new pavilion.   

 

In 1926 four Victorian champion lady players - Mrs Harper, Esna Boyd,  

Mrs O’Hara Woods and Gladys Toyne - played a series of exhibition matches at HTC.  

Afternoon tea at a charge of 1/- raised funds for the new pavilion. 

 

 

 



24 

It is clear from the following extracts from the Healesville Guardian that, at least in the 

late 1920s, the opening of the tennis (bowls and croquet) season was a significant local, 

social occasion.  The newspaper gave many column inches to a detailed description of 

the people who were present, the speeches of the dignitaries - in particular local member 

of State Parliament, W.H.Everard - and the weather conditions of the day.  The style of 

the writing - very detailed, flowery, descriptive language and a sense of the importance 

of the occasion - is very different from today‟s more matter-of-fact, unembellished  

reporting.  Oddly, considering the space devoted to the season‟s opening there was  

minimal coverage of Healesville tennis results although there was information about  

tennis in Croydon, Lilydale and Ringwood throughout the season. 

 

The opening of the 1927 tennis season was advertised in the Healesville Guardian on 

Saturday October 15th.  It was to be “next Wednesday afternoon, October 19th‟”, to be 

“opened” by the local member of State Parliament, W.H. Everard MLA. 

Members and friends were invited, and lady members were “requested to bring baskets”.  

Dr H.G. Mitchell was President, and G.W. Harvie the Hon Secretary. 

 

As it happened the occasion was postponed for a week because of inclement weather, 

when it became a joint occasion for the bowls, tennis and croquet clubs.  Among other 

things Mr Everard said “the tennis club promised great things this year.  They had won 

the premiership on three consecutive occasions and then suddenly dropped out of the 

competition”.  He understood that the club intended joining (the association) again, and 

he wished them luck.... 

Mr R. Eadie said it was a pleasure to attend such an opening, where “all the youth and 

beauty of the district was assembled”.   
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The opening of the 1928 season was reported in a rather effusive manner by the local 

newspaper:  “One of the most picturesque spots in Healesville is that which nestles in the 

arm of the Watts River at the lower end of Church Street.  Here the bowling, tennis & 

croquet clubs meet amid the surroundings of scenic beauty and it is quite understandable 

that the official opening of these clubs is regarded as one of the most pleasurable social 

functions of the year at Healesville.  Nature has done her share in providing a beautiful 

setting; man does his best to show it off to advantage.  In this respect the clubs which 

have control of the reserve have every reason to be satisfied with their efforts, as the 

wonderfully kept lawns and greens are the admiration of locals and visitors alike”. 

 

“The opening matches of the Yarra Valley Association were begun on Saturday but owing 

to the wintry conditions and heavy rain which fell intermittently during the afternoon  

neither of the two matches was concluded.  Healesville travelled to Yarra Glen and were 

in a winning position when the game was abandoned. 

Healesville will be at home to Steels Creek today.  The Healesville team will be:  Misses 

D. Douglas, A. Andrew, D. Burnside, A. Biggs and Messrs J. Burnside,  

T. Sanders, Truscott, F. Packer, N. Wortley”. 

 

There was a move in 1929 to amalgamate the three clubs - bowling, tennis and croquet - 

using the River Street Reserve.  A meeting called to consider the move gave the  

proposition almost unanimous support.  The problem, however, was that consideration of 

six-rinks, four tennis courts and a larger croquet green would have cost £100 ($200) so 

the idea of amalgamation, apparently, was dropped! 6 
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1928 Ladies Team - Nella Chaffer, Adele Andrew, Elise Cornish,  
Vera Porter, Adie Burnside, Hazel Osborne, Edna Andrew. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1929 it was decided not to rejoin the YVTA.  It seems that most players found it very 

difficult to arrange transport to „away‟ matches.  In that year also the courts were  

asphalted again. 

 

Throughout the 1920s, the committee, having no home of its own suitable for meetings, 

used a variety of locations such as the Healesville Hotel, the Shire Hall, the Maroondah 

Tea Rooms and the Independent Order of Rechabites Hall. 

 

During the 1920s, as in subsequent eras, constant items of discussion in committee 

meetings included court maintenance, purchase of equipment, means of raising funds, 

and construction of club premises. 
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It is remarkable what apparently inconsequential detail was discussed and motions  

proposed, seconded and voted on in some committee meetings.  For example in 1919 

“considerable discussion took place re: afternoon refreshments at the club‟s lawns and 

courts for players, and a resolution was passed that refreshments consist of tea, scones, 

sandwiches, bread and butter and plain cake”!  And for the 1929 Tennis Ball such details 

as which particular dances should be included: “there be two chain dances, a flirtation 

barn dance, and two Monte Carlo dances”, each separately voted on! 

 

THE 1930S 

Significant developments took place in the club during this period.  Economically the early 

years of the decade experienced the Great Depression.  This was reflected locally in 

some gestures by the committee.  In May 1931 the club donated the sum of five pounds 

to the local unemployed fund, such money to be used (presumably to pay the  

unemployed) in clipping creepers from fences, and removal of blackberries, and also for 

sustenance payments.  Half the proceeds of a dance organised by the tennis and cricket 

clubs were donated to the unemployed fund.   

 

In 1931 the construction of a combined clubhouse was deferred on the proposition of the 

tennis club, and this may have been another example of the straitened economic times. 7 

 

HTC hosted the 1932 Easter Tournament Ball in the Athenaeum Hall, Lilydale.  Dancing 

commenced at 8.30pm and continued until 11.30pm.  Supper was then served, dancing 

re-commenced and continued until 2am!  Decorations included a tennis net, racquets, 

dahlias and gum tips. 

 

The club seems to have had considerable difficulties in maintaining the River Street 

courts and surrounds to a satisfactory standard.  There was constant worry about  

honeysuckle and blackberries intruding on the courts‟ surrounds, and there was regular 

reference to the need for repair and upgrading of the asphalt courts.  It reached such a 

stage in May 1933 that the club informed the LTAV that on account of the condition of 

the courts it could no longer “entertain any visiting body”.  
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1933 marked an important development in the club‟s history.  It was late in that year 

that the club made arrangements to move from River Street to Queens Park.  Cr. Fred 

Hodges apparently did a great deal of the preparatory work, being both a member of the 

Shire council and a long-time Vice-President of HTC.   

 

The committee met the Parks & Gardens Committee of Council in September, and  

decided that the site inside the highway gates of Queens Park to the right of the  

pathway be recommended as the only site suitable to the club.   

 

 

March 1930 
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CHAPTER 4 - THE QUEENS PARK YEARS 

A CHANGE OF SCENE 1934-1939 

In the absence of specific evidence it may only be speculated why the Healesville Tennis 

Club sought a move to a new location.  There was certainly dissatisfaction with the  

condition of the courts and their surrounds;  possibly the actual and future likely floods 

created too much uncertainty - and cost; (flooding of the bowling greens, and,  

presumably the tennis courts, is recorded as causing damage on at least four occasions) 

and probably there was little opportunity for expansion in River Street.  Whatever the 

reasons, the move was made, and heralded a new era in the history of the Healesville 

Tennis Club and an optimism that their situation could only get better. 

 

Matches throughout the 1930s were played on an informal basis - that is clubs were  

invited to play Healesville rather than Healesville being in an Association.  Internally, the 

„ladder system‟ continued to be used.  From time to time the Lawn Tennis Assocaition of 

Victoria (LTAV) brought players to Healesville for „exhibition matches‟.   

 

The opening of the 1934-5 season was to be on 10th October and Warburton, Lilydale, 

Launching Place Methodists, Badger Creek and Healesville Presbyterians were invited to 

send players to participate.  The Hon W.H. Everard (the local state MP) was invited to 

„open‟ the new courts, and the Parks & Gardens Committee was also invited to be  

present (but it seems that play had taken place on the new courts before this as a note 

in „correspondence‟ from the President asks members “not to embarrass the Council by 

using the 4th court on Saturday 15th September”.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Queens Park 

aerial view 

1980s 



30 

In May 1935 it was decided “to place before Council that one hard court be constructed”.  At 

the 1936 AGM in October it was decided to offer the Council a donation to assist in the  

construction of one or two hard courts in addition to the existing four gravel courts.  It was 

not until 29th January 1937 that the donation was fixed at £10.  An interesting comment in 

the AGM minutes for 1935 and not one likely to be made today was:  “As J. O’Donnell was 

regretfully vacating this much coveted position (i.e. secretary) numerous applications for it 

were received.  However, the position remained vacant and the matter was left for a special 

meeting to select the lucky candidate!  J.A. Chaffer was eventually „the lucky man‟ chosen. 

 

‘A SERVE FROM THE LADIES’  

In 1936 female members of the Club were determined to challenge local social conventions.  

It was reported in the Healesville Guardian that girls displaying the new fashion for shorts 

were turned off the new courts in Queens Park by order of the Shire Council President ‟in the 

interests of preserving decency and the good name of Healesville‟.  But the ladies did not  

respond meekly;  one stormed into the newspaper office “What‟s all this fuss about shorts? 

We feel much freer in them, healthier and cooler - commonsense before prudery.  Because I 

am not afraid to show my legs is no reason for people to go flying into hysterics and  

imagining that the days of Sodom and Gomorrah are overtaking Healesville.  Remember this 

is 1936 - a wave of youthful emancipation is sweeping the world”.   So there! 8 

 

TENNIS CLUB HOUSE PARTY 

“To assist the funds of the HTC a house party was held at Manresa, the residence of  

Mr & Mrs W B Philips in March 1937.  Although the evening was boisterous, there was a 

large gathering, and an enjoyable time was spent.  The first part of the function was devoted 

to a Euchre party.  A nice supper was followed by dancing.  As a result of the effort the club 

will benefit to the extent of £8.2.6”. 

 

QUEENS PARK FLOODED 

“Queens Park and all its lovely lasiandra trees where the new tennis courts were recently 

constructed and more recently still zealously guarded over, was transformed into a heaving 

lake, the muddy, yellowish waters of which swept all before them, including the surface of 

the courts”. 9 
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1930s Stars in Action (continued) 
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THE SECOND WORLD WAR 1939-45 

Many countries found themselves plunged into war in September 1939 but, apparently, it was only 

gradually that the war had a direct effect on the Healesville Tennis Club.  It was also in this year that 

HTC celebrated its 50th anniversary. 

 

In June 1939, the President, L J Adam had suggested that profits from a Publicity Ball be set aside for 

the voluntary construction of a club pavilion.  He offered to draw up a rough sketch, and he eventually 

presented a plan for a building at an approximate cost of £90.  The Council was to be asked for sup-

port on a pound for pound basis.  The attitude of the Council was, apparently, „most encouraging‟.  In 

January 1940, after he had met with Council he recommended that a  

pavilion be erected at an estimated cost of £80, half to be borne by the club and half from  

Council.  It allowed for construction of a shell of the building at a midway position on the ‟baths side‟  

between Nos 1&2 courts.  However, initial tenders submitted by two local builders were  

considered too expensive (more than £100) and were rejected.  Evidently L.J. Adam undertook to do 

the job, and the club sought approval from Council to appoint him as sole supervisor of the construc-

tion work. 

 

In 1939 the club decided to enter 3 teams in the Lilydale-Wandin Tennis Association, and in that sea-

son Healesville‟s A team defeated Lilydale in the final 4 sets to 2.  The team was  

Mrs Weddell, Miss A. Andrew, N. Wortley and L. Gill. 
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The club ladder at the end of the 1938-9 season was: 

Men‟s Singles: Lloyd Gill     Ladies Singles: Miss Adele Andrew 

Mixed Doubles: L. Gill & Miss A Andrew. 

The Club Champions of 1939-40 were: 

Mixed Doubles: J. Burnside & Miss R. Potton  Men‟s Doubles: L. Gill & N. Read 

Ladies Doubles: Miss Bonnie McLaren and Miss J. Callahan. 
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For the first time, in 1939, the club entered a team in Country Week played at Kooyong, 

and failed to win a match. 

 

In 1940 Healesville again competed in Country Week against Gisborne District, Alexandra

-Yea, Warragul, Warrnambool, Pakenham, Kilmore, Central Gippsland, Bunyip and  

Ballarat Protestant Churches with victories coming against two of their opponents. 

 

The Healesville team consisted of N. Wortley, L. Gill, P. McNamara, L.J. Adam, F. 

Osborne, E. Robinson, J. Burnside, Mrs Weddell, Miss A. Andrew, Mrs Jeffries, 

Miss B. McLaren and Mrs Webb.   Among the ladies it was reported that  

Miss A. Andrew was outstanding, her form being much above the average.   

 

The first ever Lilydale and Wandin Tennis Association championships were held in 1940.  

HTC had success when Adele Andrew won the Ladies A final, and her sister, Edna won 

the B final. 

 

The new tennis pavilion was opened on 11th May 1940, and a long article in the  

Healesville Guardian recorded the occasion in detail.  More than 60 people were  

present when it was opened by Cr. Alexander Cameron.  In welcoming the visitors, 

President L.J. Adam spoke highly of the unity and cooperation which existed between 

the Council and the club.  The club was ready to play its part in any proposal for the  

advancement of the town. He added he was delighted that the club should be rewarded 

with such a pavilion which as time went on he hoped would be greatly improved. 

Harry Hopman Exhibition day 1948-49 
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Cr. Cameron said that Australians should feel grateful that they were able to indulge in 

the sport they loved while war was raging in other parts of the world.  At Healesville,  

tennis was very popular and the club seemed to be going from success to success.  A 

good deal of this progress was undoubtedly due to Mr. Adam whose enthusiasm and 

leadership were admired everywhere. 

 

The Shire President then unveiled a plaque bearing the name of the club, the date of 

opening, and names of club officers.  He gave assurance as chairman of the council he 

would do all possible to advance tennis locally.  Cr. MacNamara (vice-president of the 

club) sprang a surprise by calling up Mr. Adam to accept an inscribed smokers‟ stand, a 

recognition made by club members of the wonderful work Mr. Adam had given the club 

as president - Mr Adams untiring work in the construction of the pavilion found wide  

appreciation.  He had played a big part in putting the club on the high plane it enjoyed 

through his wide knowledge of the game and ability on the court. 

 

The Healesville Guardian of 29th June 1940 reported a social occasion held by HTC fare-

welling Jack Burnside, Jack Crawley, Roy Anderson and Allan Marriott 

(unavoidably absent from the function at Montpellier Guest House) who had all joined the 

AIF. 

 

It was noted during 1940 that there would be no further play in the Men‟s Winter  

Competition on account of the war.  In this context, too, a War Savings group was 

formed at the tennis club, with members contributing one shilling each per week. 

 

More members „joined up‟ during the next couple of years, and by the 1943 AGM it was 

announced that 14 members were „on active service‟.  It was confirmed that Lloyd Gill 

was a P.O.W.   The patriotic fervour during this period was illustrated by the singing of 

the National Anthem either at the beginning or at the end of committee meetings.  In 

May 1945 HTC farewelled Ken Cook to the Navy.  The committee meeting of the 22nd 

August 1945 began with „the joyful news of peace‟!  Victory celebrations were held by the 

club in the form of a social evening at St John‟s Hall on 30th August. 
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THE POST-WAR DECADES 1945-1975 

On October 17th 1945 the committee announced the club was unable to be represented 

in the Lilydale & District Tennis Association through lack of transport, but the situation 

must have improved rapidly as membership was re-activated the following year. 

 

The War Savings Group was wound up in 

late 1946 having, during the course of its  

existence, raised £146.   

 

Plans for alterations to the clubhouse were 

approved by the committee in December 

1946.  In 1947 the „A‟ team reached the fi-

nals of Country Week, and Club Singles 

Champions were Ken Davies and Adele 

Andrew.  At the committee meeting on 16th October 1948 a quote of £25 was accepted 

to move the new pavilion to the required position and place it on a block in time for the 

working bee called for Cup Day „to carry out the work from there‟.  

 

In November 1948 it was decided to approach Council to put courts 3 & 4 „in order‟ as 

they were „practically unplayable‟.  

 

HTC decided to approach the Lilydale and District Tennis Association to enter an  

Association team in Country Week. 

 

By February 1951 apparently there was still dissatisfaction with the condition of the 

courts, as the committee decided they were in „too bad a condition‟ to invite an 

„exhibition team‟ to play at HTC.  At the 1951 AGM the Building Committee was instructed 

to arrange a meeting with the Shire Council to finalise matters concerning the building in 

Queens Park. 

 

In 1951 also it was suggested that the club appoint a „news reporter‟, and that  

Miss Joan Bowden would be a very suitable choice. 
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Many committee meetings during this period continued until between 11pm and  

midnight, yet most appear to have dealt only with „routine‟ matters.  Unfortunately no Min-

utes are available for the period of between 1951 and 1977, but other sources  

provide some information for some of these years. 

 

In the 1956 season Healesville A grade team consisted of Betty Allen (later Mathieson), 

Norma Hort (later Parish), Beryl Ayres, F. Gibbs, Eric Smith, M. Lievre, Ted Upton, 

Kevin O’Connell. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1960-61  In spite of threatening weather, the Tennis Club went ahead and held its Opening 

Day with a fairly good attendance of players including visitors from Toolangi and Yarra Glen.  

The courts were heavy, but quite playable.  An American Mixed tournament was held, which 

was finally won by Mr. Mcpherson (Toolangi) and Mrs Ena Leeder (Healesville) in good 

style.  The opening was performed by the Shire President (Cr.E.N.Lyne) who congratulated 

members for the work they had put in to make the Club Rooms look attractive. 10 

 

In the opening competition matches of the season Healesville‟s A grade fielded a new-look 

team against Yarra Glen.  The Healesville Ladies, Norma Parish, Bet Swift and  

Beryl Ayres, were by far the stronger, winning 7-0, 7-1, 7-2.  However, the Yarra Glen men 

were almost equally superior bulldozing Eric Smith, Dick Swift and Bill Hughes.  The 

match depended on the Mixed, and here again the Glen were too good, running out  

eventual winners 6-45 to 3-37. 

 

Circa 1950s  

Back row:  Graham Palmer, Lorna Cleman (Murphy), Maureen 

O’Connell (James), Betty Allen (Matheson).  Middle row:  

Peggy Russell (Palmer), Freddy Gibbs, Olive Potter (Wandin), 

Charles Hort, Jacko McKenzie.  Front row:  Juby Wandin, 
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Healesville had a good day on 29th October when four out of its five teams recorded 

wins.  And the only team which lost was beaten by a Healesville team! 

 

The 3rd December was Healesville‟s best tennis result of the season, with the A team 

taking honours from the weakened Yarra Glen by a wide margin, and the Specials and 

both B‟s winning well.  

The A‟s were untroubled all day, and lost only one set.  Every member played well;  the 

Healesville Ladies, potentially the best in the competition, played particularly well as did 

Eric Smith who revelled in the rather heavy conditions.  Healesville 8-60 defeated Yarra 

Glen Blue 1-28. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1950s Ladies - Betty Allen (Matheson), Lorna Cleman (Murphy), 

Maureen O’Connell (James), Peggy Russell (Palmer),  

Olive Potter (Wandin) 

Ladies:  E. Young, D. Clark, E. Leeder 

Men:  R. Highett, T. Mumford, R. Leeder 
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1960 AGM  The age and status of the HTC was emphasised by the fact that the Annual 

meeting was the SEVENTY-FIRST!  Mrs N Lasry, Hon Sec of the Club, gave a  

comprehensive report of the year‟s activities, which included the taking over by the Club 

of the pavilion kitchen, painting and decorating it, and making it into a comfortable  

headquarters.  Mr Don Brown’s assistance at all times during the year, both in the 

preparation of courts, and with practice arrangements was greatly appreciated. 

The balance sheet presented by Hon 

Treasurer, Mr Jim Ure, showed the  

receipts during the season had been £185, 

and expenditure £165.  After payment to 

the Council of the annual fee of £50, the 

Club was down £30 on the year.  However, 

this was largely accounted for by two 

items of expenditure which were unusual 

and the Club‟s financial position was quite 

healthy. Fees of £2/2/0 for men and 

£1/5/0 for ladies and ten shillings for  

juniors were decided on and  

President Ern Holden maintained that  

tennis was still very cheap at those prices. 

 

 

16th Dec 1960 Delegation to Council 

A delegation consisting of Ern Holden, 

Nan Lasry, Jim Ure and Dick Swift Jr. 

told the Council that the club considered 

the 100% rise a bit unjust.  Many  

members of the club were very young and didn‟t have much finance.  A meeting of over 

30 members had authorised the offer of two thirds of the total members‟ fees with a 

guaranteed minimum of £50 in any one year.  A recommendation would be made to the 

incoming committee that serious consideration should be given to raising members‟ fees 

next year.  If fees had to be too much it could be hard on junior members as well as 

young married mothers.   
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Members also had to pay £4 per season ball money as well as travelling expenses to away 

matches.  Mr Holden emphasised that the tennis club provided healthy recreation for young 

people, and it was largely for them that it existed.  There had been a decline in membership 

during past years and the club wanted to retain its young players.  He asked the cooperation 

of the Council to achieve this, and he thanked Council for its hearing.  The Council President 

told the deputation that the matter would be referred to the Finance Committee, and the 

club would be advised of its decision in due course. 

 

Club Championships 1961  “The only championships, in the true sense, played by HTC 

nowadays, are in singles.  For the last couple of years the club has made the foreseeing  

decision to run all doubles events on a „strong-weak‟ player basis, with the tournament  

committee allocating partners.  In the A grade Norma Parish (who was temporarily  

interrupted in her tennis career by young Wayne last year) wrested the crown back from 

Betty Swift, and proved that she hasn‟t lost any of her power.  Bet Swift (“I‟m too old for 

singles”) swears that she‟s finished with solo efforts, but we don‟t think so.  She‟s still a 

force to be reckoned with.  In the Men‟s Championships, Ian Lasry, who last won it about a 

dozen years ago, should have been sporting a long white beard as he played.  But by taking 

off a couple of pounds in weight and eating some hundred weight of salt tablets, found 

enough energy and placements to take the title. 

 

The 1961 Championships showed that the HTC is fortunate in having a pretty blending of 

experience on one hand, and young players with much natural talent, on the other. 

If interest in tennis were maintained through the winter, there would appear no reason why 

the club shouldn‟t field a full muster of teams, including possibly two A teams next year.” 

 

In 1962 five teams from Healesville - four from HTC and one from Merrymakers 11 -  were 

entered in the Lilydale-Wandin District Tennis Association Competition.  Healesville‟s A team 

reached the preliminary final, losing to Warburton Blacks in a thrilling match with Warburton 

„staging a brilliant last set recovery which enabled them to wipe off a five games deficit and 

snatch victory by one game‟.  

 

At the 1963 AGM of the Lilydale and Wandin District Tennis Association it was decided to 

adopt the new title „The Upper Yarra District Tennis Association‟.  
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In November of that year a Section 1/A grade team representing UYDTA included  

Healesville players Eric Smith, Trevor Wortley, Norma Parish, Bet Swift and 

Estelle Young. 

 

During 1964 most tennis references in the local newspaper were to the UYDTA as a 

whole, and seldom was HTC referred to on its own.  One article at the commencement of 

the season did reveal that HTC had six teams entered in the four grades of UYDTA, and 

that „the club was looking forward to a season at least as successful and certainly as  

enjoyable as those gone by‟.  

 

The article also referred to the gratifying number of „youngsters‟ who had shown an  

interest in tennis.  „A little encouragement at the High School has brought forward about 

20 newcomers - some of them no doubt encouraged by the junior coaching classes of 

last year‟.  

 

A Newsletter from the President, Neil McConnell, in November 1965 outlined a  

programme of events leading up to Christmas.  „We have tried to please everybody with 

our programme‟.  It included a Mixed Tournament, a street stall, a President v Secretary‟s 

Match, Junior Championships and the Annual Christmas Break-up Party, which included a 

bar-be-que tea and refreshments, cards for older players and lively music for those who 

can take it, with fun for all thrown in.‟ 

1977-78 

1965-66 
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THE ‘MODERN’ ERA 1975-2010 

In the 1976-77 summer season, two Healesville teams played off in the Section 1 UYDTA 

Grand Final.   The Healesville Red team of Geoff Hocking, John Woodrow, Keith 

McIntosh, Monika Broad, Leanne Ayres and Mandy Smith defeated Healesville 

White, consisting of Michael Young, Keith Ayres, Guy O’Brien, Marlene Sharp, 

Judy Dennehy and Sue Dennehy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Premiers 1978 Sect 1 Winter  

M. Kay, M. Broad, D. Stocco, B. Ayres, R. Ayres 

The period from 1977-80 was characterised 

by a number of significant themes and  

developments.  The most notable and  

satisfying was the expansion of the club in 

the number of senior and junior players, 

resulting in the club entering record num-

bers of teams in each of these years in the 

UYDTA competition, culminating in 20 

teams representing HTC in the 1979-80 

summer season.  In 1977-78 UYDTA  

introduced a winter competition for the first 

time with Healesville being the largest par-

ticipant, and 1979 saw the introduction of 

junior morning tennis. 
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With expanded participation in summer and winter came greater success in grade  

competition and in the Association championships.  In 1977-78 Grade 1 were premiers, and 

four other grades were runners-up, with Marlene Sharp winning Section 1 Ladies Singles.  

In 1979-80 Monika Broad and Michael Young were respectively Ladies and Men‟s  

Association Singles Champions. 

 

Need for new courts 

The increase in playing numbers emphasised the urgent need for additional courts.  The club 

made determined and constant efforts to persuade the Healesville Shire Council of this need.  

Letters, submissions in writing and in person, meetings with Council officers and individual 

Councillors, plans submitted to consultants charged with responsibility for the Healesville 

Town Development Plan were all pursued.  The club made suggestions to the Shire Action 

Study for a suitable location in Queens Park for new courts, but Council made it clear that 

the suggested area was to be left for passive recreational purposes.  New suggestions, such 

as the old caravan park in River Street or a recreation area in Jepps Hill were made but  

rejected.  At one stage Cr. Tan felt new courts were 5-7 years away but arranged for 3 HTC 

officials to present their case before Council.  They did so, but received no response from 

Council, and the club secretary sent a strong letter to Council requesting one.   The Council 

had helped with court improvements in 1977, providing a new fence, extra toppings on 

courts 3&4 and a new net.  They also began the installation of new lights on courts 1&2.  But 

the apparent deteriorating relationship with Council was obviously of concern to HTC. 

 

A Club Constitution 

The inability to run a raffle legally because the Club did not have a Constitution was  

sufficient incentive to remedy this deficiency, and a great deal of work, beginning in 1978, 

was done, particularly by David and Monika Broad and Marlene Sharp to  

develop a comprehensive constitution. 

 

Involvement of members 

The President highlighted the large number of members who contributed significantly to the 

club‟s development and success on and off the field.  They included Marlene Sharp,  

Dave Stocco, Graham & Betty Russell, Dave & Monika Broad, Michael Young,  

John Woodrow, Geoff Hocking, Ray McDonald and Bob Ayres. 
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Ray McDonald undertook responsibility for organizing a programme of social activities, 

something that had been lacking for a number of years.  As a result of his leadership and 

the efforts of an active social committee over $2,000 was raised. 

 

In summary the 1970s saw a vibrant, expanding club, ambitious to involve juniors, to 

make better use of lights (by considering the introduction of night tennis), to be active 

socially, to make a great effort to raise funds for future expansion, and to improve  

off-court facilities. 

 

 

 

 

UYDTA Summer 1983-84  

Gents:  S. Scanlon, A. Honeycombe,  

B. Rutherford-O’Conner 

Ladies:  J. Arundel, B. Honeycombe,  

A. Rutherford-O’Conner 
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1980s 

The 1980 AGM did not finish until 12.50am!  That 1980-1 was a vital year in the club‟s 

history is demonstrated by the 21 „executive meetings‟ during that time.  The committee 

dealt with many matters some of which have had a long-lasting influence on  

development of the club‟s management, resources and relationship with the Healesville 

Shire Council.  The club‟s major concerns were the need for an increase in the number of 

courts (the club made it clear to Council that HTC had by far the largest number of  

competition teams in the UYDTA - 10 senior and 14 junior), and a better system for the 

management of court lighting.  All this involved constant contact between club and  

council, and the need to establish a good working relationship between the two bodies. 

 

Also discussed was the possibility of the club becoming a „Corporate Body‟.  

 

In his report for the following year President Bob Ure described the twelve months as „a 

busy, exciting time for HTC‟.  A record number of teams was entered in YVDTA (11 senior 

and 16 junior) and for the first time Healesville‟s top team played in the Ferntree Gully & 

District Association.  The team of Michael Young, Andrew Sherman, Mick Kay, 

Monika Broad, Norma Parish and Marlene Sharp displayed „a very high standard of 

sportsmanship‟ and went through the season undefeated to win the „A‟ Reserve  

premiership. 

 

An intense campaign to persuade Shire council of the club‟s needs during the previous 

year clearly paid off with the club being given full control of court lighting (managed very 

efficiently by David and Monika Broad), the construction of two new plexi-pave courts 

with „proper‟ foundations and the construction of a new clubroom.  The President did 

wish that the Council had accepted the $8000 offered by the club to obtain a larger room 

with more facilities, but he also recognised that Council had purchased land on Don Road 

for a new major sporting complex which could involve HTC in the short term.  He  

cautioned about the „short term‟ becoming the „long term‟, and the need to continue to 

press the Council‟s Sports and Recreation Committee.  However, every proposal put  

forward by the club had been acted on by them in some way. 
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Maintenance of the en-tout-cas courts because of greatly increased usage was becoming 

a problem and Council was „at present‟ considering „upgrading‟ courts or replacing them 

with plexi-pave. 

 

New President Alan Honeycombe described 1982-3 as a season of „turmoil, challenge 

and creditable success‟.  HTC had provided invaluable enjoyment and recreation for  

hundreds of people because of the untiring and diligent efforts of a number of members.  

He singled out Rick Highett, Auriol Cooper, Gary Carmody, Peter Sharp and  

Brian Racine for their individual and special contributions. 

 

On the court the junior winter team playing in the top FTG competition finished in top 

position and the two girls in the team (Cheryl Wyeth and Samantha Druitt) were  

selected in the Shell Squad to play against other associations. 

 

Beryl Ayres was awarded the Lance Newton trophy for her achievements at  

Association Level. 

 

At the 1984 AGM Alan Honeycombe, in his admirable efforts to ensure harmony among 

members, emphasised the club‟s main objectives as the promotion and advancement of 

the game of tennis and the fostering of a social feeling amongst tennis players.  He  

believed these objectives had been, in general, achieved mainly through the efforts of a 

loyal band of hard workers among whom he particularly thanked Rick Highett,  

Pam Druitt, Gary Carmody, Dot Peters,  Peter Sharp, Shirley Tolley,  

Andy Marinkovic and Tony Druitt. 

 

On the court the senior Summer team won premierships in four sections, including  

Section 1.  The club champions, Cheryl Wyeth and Steve Hutson were the club‟s 

youngest ever. 

 
 

1987-88 UYDTA  

Di Moore, Jessie Arundel, Terri Hennig, 

Peter Sharp, David Duncan, Ross Honeycombe 
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Developments were taking place in relation to the new Don Rd Sports Complex and the 

club during the coming season would have the opportunity to present the Shire with a 

definite proposal for tennis courts to be constructed at this new venue. 

Much of the club‟s effort during 1985 was directed to two areas:  the necessity for  

Incorporation, and the construction of courts at the Don Rd complex.  The Shire Council 

accepted HTC‟s proposal for four en-tout-cas courts on the basis of the club providing 

one third of the costs, the Council contributing two-thirds, and the club to pay back  

council one third of this amount;  repayment to be interest free over 5 to 10 years.  The 

club‟s contribution, on the basis of likely costs, would be up to $13,000 and a further 

$13,000 on an interest free loan. 
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Throughout the mid-1980s there was constant concern about the lack of support  

Peter Sharp received for working bees.  He was thanked each year for his untiring physical 

effort.  In August 1985 a small committee was formed to oversee working bees and assist 

him. 

 

An Extra-ordinary General Meeting on 1st August 1986 carried a motion that HTC become an 

incorporated body after President, Ian Pollock, explained what incorporation meant and 

why it was advisable for the club to be incorporated.  The idea had been first mooted in 

1978.  The committee during 1986 and 1987 seemed to have taken a „breather‟ after the 

momentous years immediately prior to that time.  They dealt with typical routine matters, 

important to the good governance of the club, but not particularly significant in the overall 

picture of the club‟s history. 

 

1988-9 was the club‟s Centennial Year, and Tony Druitt emphasised that he was ‟extremely 

honoured‟ to have been president during that time.  He stated that his intention when taking 

on the Presidency was to ensure the club should undergo a period of consolidation, to be 

reflected in the club‟s financial base and to ensure that unity be generated in a healthy  

social environment.  

 

This was achieved by the Saturday night barbecues and ‟a hit‟ under lights in a happy family 

atmosphere, the night competition, and a series of special functions to celebrate the  

centenary.  He thanked, in particular, Bernie and Jenny Easton, Gwen Smola,  

Kaye Ashe, Dot Peters, Carol Ure, 

Dot McMaster, Shirley Tolley and  

Jamie Howie for their contribution 

throughout the year.  The highlight for 

1989-90 was the naming of the Don Road 

Courts, The R.F.Highett Tennis Reserve, 

reflecting „the enormous admiration and 

respect that the Club has for Rick and in 

its special way thanking him for his  

endless work contribution‟.  

 Craig McLaren and Adam Easton hold the sign while 

President Tony Druitt congratulates Rick Highett. 
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President, Tony Druitt was very appreciative of the efforts of Gwen Smola, Lyn and 

Lisa Boeder, Kaye Ashe, Diana Stuart, Flo Flood and David Stoddart. 

 

During his years as President Grant Handasyde emphasised the importance of the  

development of juniors through the coaching system the club had introduced.  Success 

came in the Association in both senior and junior ranks, and with the mid-week Ladies. 

 

1990s 

1994 apparently saw the introduction of a club newsletter, intended to „keep members in 

touch throughout the season‟.  

 

1994-5 saw the end of UYDTA.  HTC then joined a new association called Eastern Region 

Tennis in 1995-96. 

 

The remaining years of the 1990s featured the extensions to the clubrooms,  

improvements in the garden surrounds, stiffer competition for the team in the ERT, the 

appointment of a new coach, and steady progress in general for the club. 
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1990-91 Team photo 

Section 7 

Jenny Brown (Mills), 

David Stutchberry,  

Geoff Shannon,  

Dean Taylor 

 

2003 End of Season  

Celebration at Cru Restaurant  

 

Back row:  Beth Honeycombe, 

Carol Ure, Sally Wingett,  

Bob Ure, Mark Williams,  

Alan Honeycombe,  

Chris Wittkopp, Leon Stoppa, 

Rick Highett 

 

Seated:  Wal & Teresa  

Blackmar, Glenda Stoppa,  

Phil Egglestone, Irene & 

Robert Crozier 
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2000s 

In 2005 the President, Alan Honeycombe, maintained „we are fortunate to belong to such 

a vibrant club with a great sense of tradition and wonderful fellowship‟ and an important 

part of that is due to the efforts of many committed volunteers, including those who, such 

as Rick Highett, Robert Crozier, Peter Brown and Mark Williams ensure that the 

courts are maintained in a playable state. 

 

The highlight of the year was the opening of the newly constructed synthetic grass courts 

5&6, „they are a pleasure to play on and have been totally paid for‟. 

 

The main work for 2006-7 concerned the need for an upgrade of en-tout-cas courts 3&4; 

the decision, after due consideration was to replace them with synthetic grass (as for courts 

5&6) with improved lighting.  Grants were applied for from the Shire of Yarra Ranges and 

the Community Water Grants Commission. 

 

The following year, President Alan Honeycombe informed the club that the application for 

grants had been successful and $49,000 had been received from the Federal Government‟s 

Community Water Grants Commission for the upgrading of courts 3&4, the club had saved 

up over $25,000 for this purpose, and $20,000 had been very generously donated by a  

long-time club member. 

 

He foreshadowed the need to install new lighting on courts 1,2,3 & 4 to bring them up to 

the required standard.  The cost of these new lights and the new synthetic surface for courts 

3&4 was $150,000. 

 

 

 

2010 Bunnings Chirnside Park Sausage Sizzle Team:  

Sharon McLeod, Jan & Peter Brown, Dot McMaster. 

Special thanks were given to Treasurer 

Jan Taylor, Kathy Cameron and  

Beth Honeycombe for their secretar-

ial and administrative work, to Peter 

Brown and Robert Crozier for their 

„behind the scenes‟ court and other 

maintenance work and to Jan Brown 

for the raising of $2,000 from sausage 

sizzles she coordinated at Bunnings. 
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He also announced the establishment of a website for the club achieved mainly through 

the work of Rosy McGinnis. 

 

2009 marked the 120th anniversary of the club‟s foundation, and new President,  

Kathy Cameron proudly announced that HTC had achieved the best results of any club 

in the Eastern Region and had been awarded „The Eric Obst Award‟ for doing so. 

 

The club had cleared its loan (for the upgrade of courts 3&4) due to „an amazing fund 

raising effort‟ by Jan and Peter Brown, Michela and Mark Scully, Dot McMaster, 

and „stringent financial measures‟ overseen by Treasurer Anne Knibbs. 

 

The club celebrated the 120th anniversary of this „vibrant organisation‟ at the clubroom 

with members and invited guests. 

 

The hundreds of pages of Club Minutes trace and reflect the long history of the  

Healesville Tennis Club:  its activities, its difficulties, its playing successes, its ambitions, 

and its personnel.  Perhaps the remarkable thing is not that some minutes are missing 

but that so many still exist. 

 

 

2004 Presentation Night:   

President Brian Frankland presenting Club Champion trophy to Brian Caddle 

with Danny Wilson runner-up. 



54 

2010 Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back row:  Peter Brown, Robert Crozier, Rick Highett, Jenny Parker and Alan Honeycombe 

Front row:  Kathy Cameron, Beth Honeycombe, Anne Knibbs and Dot McMaster 

 

 

 

Since 2007 Healesville Tennis Club has proudly promoted tennis to people who have a 

disability with support from the Access All Abilities Program administered via YMCA  

Victoria. Healesville has provided opportunities to participate through regular Come „N Try 

days and Kathy Cameron conducts orientation to tennis for beginners by negotiated  

appointment.  Specialised equipment such as regular and low compression balls together 

with racquets are used to support a wide range of abilities.  Healesville is flexible in its 

approach to participation and welcome organisation like Eastern Region Leisure Services 

(ERLS) who regularly book sessions and the club only charges for court hire allowing 

greater numbers of people with a disability the opportunity to learn tennis.  These  

sessions are enjoyed by all.  Especially gratifying is to see the initially reluctant “I can‟t 

play tennis” attitude swing right around by the end of one hour! 
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CHAPTER 5 - THE PLAYING SECTIONS 

This chapter recognizes and records the contribution of the various sections of the club:   

Seniors (Saturdays), Mid-week Ladies, Juniors, Night Tennis and Social Veterans. 

 

Seniors 

For a large portion of HTC‟s history there were no juniors, mid-week ladies or veterans play-

ing as separate groups:  there were only „seniors‟, who comprised men and women of various 

ages.  At times they competed only within the club; at other periods they  

invited or were invited by other clubs in or outside the Yarra Valley to play „friendlies‟; some-

times clubs from Melbourne suburbs such as Footscray, Malvern, Croydon or  

Ringwood visited Healesville; in the 1920s and 1930s particularly matches against  

improvised „teams‟ from local guest houses were arranged, and eventually, after some earlier 

intermittent attempts, HTC became and remained a prominent member of various local tennis 

associations in which competitions at various levels were the norm. 

 

The array of pennants, trophies and photographs of successful teams attest to HTC‟s  

success in these competitions. 

 

For many years competitions were held only during the summer months.  It was not until 

1978 that a winter competition was introduced, when Healesville became a participant, and 

has been ever since. 

 

When the Upper Yarra District Tennis Association was abolished and replaced with  

Eastern Tennis Region most of the clubs HTC had played against in the 1970s and 1980s 

were not invited to join the new body.  HTC was admitted because it had teams playing in 

the Ferntree Gully and District Tennis Association.  Throughout the 1980s „Mixed  

doubles‟ was the only form of competition available, teams comprising 3 men and 3 women, 

meaning that nine sets needed to be played.  When only one court was available for each 

team many matches continued until late in the evening.  Later teams were  

reduced to two men and two women.  
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Philip Egglestone, Mark Williams, Ashley Frenken, 

Xiao-Mei Lin, Linley Wade, Jessie Arundel,  

Jan Taylor. 
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During the 2000s, with more opportunities for playing Night Tennis, Mid-week Ladies and 

Veterans, „Senior‟ tennis numbers have declined.  However, Eastern Region Tennis  

decided to experiment with different forms of competition.  As a result, Healesville 

 entered a men‟s singles/doubles team, mixed teams, and open selection teams 

(comprising four players of either gender).  This has enabled more flexibility in offering 

players a competition in line with their playing options.  In recent years, open section 

teams have increased in popularity as it is easier to find emergencies if gender is not a 

limiting factor. 

 

2006-07 Premiers 

End of Season Dinner at Ballantynes Restaurant Mixed 4 Premiers 

Danny Wilson, Vince Gillett, Ross Honeycombe,  

Laura Dennehy, Kylie Handasyde 

2009-10 Premiers Open Section 5 

Danny Wilson, Brian Caddle,  

Ross Honeycombe, Vince Gillett 
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Juniors 

Saturday morning Junior competition began when HTC entered our first team in Upper 

Yarra District Tennis Association in 1979.  We competed in UYTA until it was swallowed 

up by the formation of Eastern Region Tennis Inc. in 1994.  Juniors have competed for 

our Junior Club Championships since 1970.  This represents such a tiny portion of the 

massive number of Juniors who have played for this club over the years.  During that 

time we‟ve had many wonderful convenors who‟ve devoted time to co-ordinating our  

Saturday morning competition.  At Healesville, our geographical challenge has always 

been seeing off our away junior teams at 7.30 on a Saturday morning!  It goes without 

saying the necessity of parent support to achieve this.  Inevitably, there have been last 

minute Friday night frantic phone calls re-organizing rosters due to injury, illness or other 

commitments.  One amusing anecdote is of a Junior Convenor actually driving to a 

player‟s home and dragging him out of bed! 

 

Over the years we‟ve enjoyed a variety of coaches.  Our current coach arrived the  

morning after Black Saturday.  On Sunday 7th February 2009 twenty people gathered at 

Queen‟s Park to meet and greet Wayne Broom.  Our previous coach David Bullock 

and family just escaped the Kinglake fires.  Grant Kendall was our longest serving 

coach over two separate periods - very popular with our Juniors of those periods. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
      

 

2005 Winter Juniors 

Sect 1 

Rowena Goodwin,  

Katherine McLeod,  

Hanna Weber, 

Linley Wade 
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At our peak around the 1980s we juggled 12 Junior teams - utilising all our courts at Don 

Road and Queens Park, 6 home teams and 6 away teams each Saturday! 

 

In recent years, the parents of our junior home teams have provided free morning tea 

(biscuits/cakes/fruit, etc) and this had been much appreciated by our visitors. 

 

Recently we have upgraded our scoreboards on each court (made by Cliff Charlton,  

grandfather of Caitlyn Wingett one of our junior stalwarts) which enables all parents and 

spectators to easily see the state of all matches.  We have been told they are the best in 

Eastern Region. 

 

Recently we‟ve organized a Junior season‟s end breakup.  Our juniors have enjoyed local  

social activities such as Mini Golf, Laser Strike, Archery Park, Maroondah Dam picnic and  

mixing in with club seniors. 

 

My involvement with the club spans many years.  All our six children have played junior  

competition spread over the last 25 years!  I have always found our junior groups very  

rewarding to organize and work with and thoroughly recommend it to my successor!  (They 

help keep you young).  Good luck to all the juniors in your future endeavours - tennis is a 

great game for life, and can help transition to adulthood.  It is gratifying to see Juniors  

progress into Senior Tennis on Saturday afternoons. 

 Vince Gillett,  

 Junior Convenor 

 

 

 

 

 

2010 Junior Convenor 

Vince Gillett, pictured with 

Matthew Gillett,  

Robert Cameron,  

Chris Mawson 
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2005 Interschool Challenge  

Initiated by Christine Wittkopp 

St. Brigid’s Primary School      

Courtney Morley & Joel Crowther 

Healesville Primary School       

Marvin Kratz & Rebecca Jeffries 

Badger Creek Primary School   

Matthew Gillett & Robert Cameron 

      

ERT Junior 2002 Girls 13 

Linley Wade, Jade Everett,  

Sarah DÁrcy, Sandra Otto, Katherine McLeod 

2009 ERT Winter Junior Boys 

Matt Gillett, Rob Cameron, Nick Pearce, 

Bryn James, Chris Mawson 

Junior Boys & Parents 
Premiers 2010 - Busacca family, Nolan family, Gillett 

family, Cameron family and James family 

 

2010 ERT Junior Mixed 13 

Adriana Aloi, Georgia Pearce, Breanna Pearce, 

Riley Kennedy, Aiden Hayes and Tom Nolan 
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Mid-Week Ladies  (Contributed by Dot McMaster) 

When I started playing Mid-Week Ladies in 1973 there was only one Healesville team 

playing in the Ferntree Gully & District Ladies Wednesday Tennis Association 

(FTG&DLWTA).  FTG&DLWTA had 35 sections on a Wednesday, and about 32 sections 

on a Thursday.  A few of the Toolangi girls including me who played in the Upper Yarra & 

District Tennis Association on a Saturday got together and asked the Healesville Tennis 

Club if we could use their courts and play for Healesville.  There weren‟t enough plates or 

cutlery so we had to bring some from home for ourselves and opposition for lunchtimes. 

 

Mid-Week Ladies tennis took off in Healesville after a couple of years.  The first club „rep‟ 

I can remember was Monika Broad.  The MWL got very serious with about 10 or 11 

teams with about 40 ladies playing for Healesville so we had to have a selection  

committee.  We had our own sub-committee with a bank account, and did a lot of  

fundraising, with a raffle every week.  We took it in turns for a team to donate a present 

for the raffle and it worked really well.  We presented the money from the raffles to the 

Club at the Annual General Meetings.  We got permission from the committee to go out 

and buy new cutlery, crockery, and I made table cloths, so we were all set up. 

2000 MALTTA Sect 5 
P. Needham-Ryan,  

K. Cameron,  

M. Hughes, J. Reid,  

N. McDonald-Johnson 

2009 FTG&DWLTA  

Season 2, Section 5 

K. Cameron, M. Scully,  

J. Sholl, H. McClements,  

J. Parker, J. Brown. 

2010 4th Ladies Tournament 
K. Cameron,  

Cr. Jeanette McRae  

presenting T. Blackmar 

with winner’s trophy 

2009 End of Season Breakup 

Chapel, Lilydale  

D. McMaster, Sr Joan,  

T. Blackmar, K. Cameron,  

D. Moore, C. Butcher, J. 

Duncan, J. Brown, A. Knibbs 

   S. Carroll          D. Moore         E. Dennis           J. Sholl        J. Brown       M. Scully 
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The following served as mid-week „reps‟ between 1988 and 2011;  Diana Stuart,  

Flo Flood, Rosemary Frankland, and Robbie Schuurman. 

 

Mountain Area Ladies Tuesday Tennis Association (MALTTA) started in 1980 but  

Healesville did not join it until 1988.  When we were invited to do so by the Association 

we entered one team in 1989 when I became club rep for MALTTA and still hold that  

position today.  Some years later we entered a second team and now we have three 

teams. MALTTA is getting smaller with clubs pulling out because of ladies going back to 

work.  Let‟s hope it will grow bigger soon. 

 

FTGWLTA - I think it was in 1996 that I took over as FTGWLTA Mid-week Ladies rep.  For 

about two months in 1997 Diana Stuart took over from me because I was sick, but I 

got back on my feet and I have held that position ever since. 

 

Later we entered a team in the FTGWLTA on a Thursday and they had great success.  

We now have three teams entered on the Thursday and only one team on the  

Wednesday.  Overall we have had a great run with bringing home grand final and  

runners-up flags. 

 

Over the years numerous changes have been made to playing conditions for the  

mid-week ladies competitions, hopefully for the betterment of players.  The once-strict 

attire has been modified to the more relaxed wearing of track suit pants for comfort in 

winter;  heat-out temperatures have been reduced from 35 to 32 degrees Celsius; the 

creation of a player pool to enable the use of players from other clubs to avoid forfeits; 

and, the deletion of umpires from finals.  The MALTTA Cookbook was one of the great 

ideas contributed by Kathy Cameron and her colleagues from Healesville. 

 

    A. Bateman        B. Honeycombe          T. Blackmar                P. Pearce   

2000 MALTTA  

Section 5  

J. Taylor, K. Cameron, 

M. Hughes, J. Reid,  

N. McDonald-Johnson 
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FERNTREE GULLY & DISTRICT LADIES’  

WEDNESDAY TENNIS ASSOCIATION 

President:  Cheryl Atkinson 

Secretary:  Margaret Winnett  

FTG&DLWTA was founded in the early 1950s and Healesville Tennis Club has been involved 

in our association from the early days when our competition operated on Wednesdays only. 

Healesville then entered teams in our Thursday competition which commenced in 1976. 

They have been a constant member of our mid week ladies competition and we have enjoyed 

their participation over the years and hope it continues for many decades to come. 

Cheryl Atkinson - President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 2004 

Judy Reid’s MidWeek Ladies Farewell after 21 years playing for Healesville 

Standing:  Heather McClements, Danielle Maassen, Peggy Needham-Ryan,  

Kathy Cameron, Jan Brown, Tammy Ressom, Marg Duffy 

Front row sitting:  Wendy Anderson, Judy Reid, Anna Malcolm-Brown, Jean Sholl 
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A Wonderful Way to go 

Margaret Duffy, much loved friend and team member of Jean Sholl,  

Heather McClements and Kathy Cameron played tennis inspirationally to her end on 

Thursday 9th November 2006 (71 years young) at Queens Park.  Competitive to the last 

minute of her life.  Quote:  “I‟d rather die than not play tennis!” 

 

     ~ Contributed by Jean Sholl and Heather McClements 

 

 

 

 

 

From Margaret Fairbairn, President MALTTA 

 

Congratulations to Healesville Tennis Club on your 120th Anniversary Year.  What a great 

achievement when sadly many of the mountain area clubs no longer exist, but Healesville 

along with several others have weathered the decline and are still playing in 2010. 

 

Healesville‟s first registration and affiliation fees were paid on the 17/12/1985 for season 

1/1986 in the Mountain Area Ladies Tuesday Tennis Association (MALTTA).  In that  

season we had 30 clubs with 74 teams competing.  I am sure all teams visiting  

Healesville TC have enjoyed the hospitality, the lovely surrounds and the many recipes 

swapped during the years in the Association. 

 

The MALTTA Committee are very appreciative of the club in their efforts in promoting the 

Association with their contribution to the Recipe Book and local newspaper ads, to recruit 

members. 

 

Many pennants have been won by a very successful club.  May it continue to compete 

and win many more. 
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Veterans Social Tennis 

Vets tennis‟ began in about 1989 with the 

earliest participants being Geoff Shannon, 

Peter Chapman, George Terry,  

Norma Johnston and Bryn Jones. 

 

From those early casual and small beginnings 

at Queens Park and since at the Don Road complex  „Tuesday Vets‟ has grown to a regular 

average of at least 20 players with a pool of over 40 participants each year.  The emphasis 

has always been on enjoyment, informality and camaraderie. 

 

It was Geoff Shannon who suggested the idea of a „Veterans‟ Morning‟, and who did the or-

ganising for a number of years.  During Geoff‟s illness and subsequent death,  

Peter Chapman assumed responsibility in his unassuming and unobtrusive way.  Since Pe-

ter‟s retirement, Peter Brown has been the energetic and hands-on organizer, who contin-

ues to do a great job.  All of us tend to assume that when we arrive on a Tuesday morning 

that the courts will be open and watered when necessary, the clubroom and  

toilet opened, and ample tennis balls available.  All players owe a great debt to those willing 

to take responsibility for these and other tasks. 

 

 

Veterans - photo of some of the regulars - 2011 
Rick Highett, Bryn Jones (Author of Advantage Healesville), John Knibbs, Peter Brown, 

Anne Knibbs, Robert Crozier, Alan Honeycombe, Graham Page, Brian Harvey 
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Veterans Social Tennis (Cont’d) 

 

The most remarkable participant over the years was the late Ron Hosie who continued to 

play into his early nineties.  Always a skilful and cunning competitor as a „Vet„, he must 

have been a top-class player in his younger days. 

 

The most senior ‟Vet‟ playing currently is eighty-year old Jean Sholl, formerly a stalwart 

of many outstanding Toolangi teams, and still regularly playing Mid-week ladies for HTC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12 
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Night Tennis 

Since its inception in about 1985 Night Tennis has been in-house only.  The motivation for its 

introduction was the erection of lights progressively from the 1970s.  At one stage night 

competition was taking place on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays.  It has involved a 

great deal of organization over the years with various convenors doing the necessary work.  

Geoff Shannon, Peter Chapman, Gwen Smola, Joan Duncan, Christine Wittkopp, 

Jake Spakman, Dave Stocco were major contributors, and for the past 15 years Rick 

Highett has been the main convenor.  At present there are 7 teams competing with matches 

commencing at 7.30pm and finishing between 9 and 10pm, teams comprising two men and 

two women.  The competition is held over two „seasons‟ each year, February to June and 

July to November. 

 

 

 

             13 

2003 Season 2 

D. Sheldrick, R. Highett,  

J. Duncan, A. Galletti 

2007 Season 2 

D. Wittkopp, J. Don,  

K. McLeod, R. Honeycombe 

2010 Season 1 

C. Wittkopp, E. Dennis, B. James, 

I. Leonard, D. Wittkopp, C. Cosson,  

Night Convenor R. Highett, V. Gillett 
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CHAPTER 6 - PROFILES OF MEMBERS  

LIFE MEMBERS 

Sporting and other organisations do not usually award Life Memberships freely.  This is 

true in the case of the Healesville Tennis Club.  During its 120 year history, of the many 

hundreds of members during that period only twelve have been granted the honour. 

 

Such recognition is given as the result of outstanding contribution to the activities and 

development of the club.  It may be because of a long and dedicated involvement,  

considerable administrative or organisational capacity, exceptional playing ability and 

achievement, or, indeed, a combination of some of these characteristics and qualities. 

 

L.J. Adam 

L.J. Adam popularly known as „Pop‟, lived in 

Healesville from 1936 until his death in 1954.  

He was respected, admired and well-liked by 

his tennis contemporaries and throughout the 

wider local and district community.  He was a 

leader who did much to foster the game,  

serving as President of the club for eleven  

consecutive seasons between 1937 and 1948.  

Pop was a practical man - a builder by trade - 

who not only initiated the idea of building a 

tennis pavilion but did most of the work  

himself, and later added extensions to it.  He 

was an A grade player who obviously loved the 

sport and, who, as „probably the oldest player‟ 

in the Country Week tournament at Kooyong in 

1940 „amazed young opponents with his agility 

and court craft‟.  There are many acknowledgements of his kindness and generosity, and 

of the hospitality of Pop and his wife on the many occasions committee meetings were 

held at their home.  It is not surprising that when HTC introduced the idea of Life  

Memberships that L.J. Adam was the first recipient in 1948. 
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Ernie J. Holden  

In the late 1950s and early 1960s Ernie 

Holden ran the Club from his sports shop 

with the help of Nan Lasry as his  

Secretary.  He was very involved with the 

local community organizations  

including the Healesville Table Tennis  

Association of which he was President.  

Ernie was presented with his  

Life Membership in the mid 1960s. 

 

 

 

 

Beryl Ayres  

Beryl was made a Life member in the late 1960s.  She 

served as Secretary from 1970-1972 and as President 

from 1973-1975.  Beryl was the Ladies Singles Club 

Champion from 1966-1971.  Her personality and sports-

manship endeared her to all.  Beryl was awarded the 

Lance Newton Memorial Trophy in the mid 1980s for her 

outstanding contribution to tennis in the Upper Yarra  

District Tennis Association. 
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Dot Peters 

Dot, like her sister Beryl, was extremely well 

liked and known for the cakes she made to  

celebrate events.  Her main off-court work was 

in the early „70s with preparations for the  

centenary of the Healesville Tennis Club in 1989 

as the highlight.   

Through her efforts the club received letters 

from the Prime Minister, Bob Hawke, Premier 

John Cain, a write-up in the Weekly Times, and 

an excellent attendance from many past and 

contemporary members.  On the court she was 

a skilful and hard-hitting player. 

Rick Highett 

Rick joined the Club in 1957, and continues to be 

the most dedicated and active member of the Club.  

He served as President from 1970-1973 and then as 

Treasurer for the next 4 years.  Over the past 50 

years he has also held office as Secretary, Senior 

Convenor and Night Convenor.  He continues to run 

Tuesday night tennis with great commitment and 

enthusiasm.  He has always been a great tennis 

player with a wicked unconventional serve, but 

more importantly he is the best team and club 

sportsman.  Rick was presented with his HTC Life 

Membership in the late „70s.  Rick is also an ambas-

sador to the game of tennis in the Community and 

was presented with the „Lance Newton Memorial 

trophy‟ in 1980 for outstanding service to tennis in 

the Upper Yarra District Tennis Association.  He was 

an all-round sportsman, playing football for  

Healesville and being a strong competitor in the  

local table tennis competition in the 1970s. 
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Geoff Shannon 

 

 

 

Geoff Shannon 

Geoff, together with Peter Chapman,  

started Veterans Tennis at Queens Park in 1989.   

The number of players increased rapidly, and the Vets 

tennis was moved to the Don Road tennis courts.  He 

was awarded Life Membership in 1997. 

 

Peter Chapman 

Peter and Geoff were instrumental in  

commencing Veterans tennis at Queens Park on 

Court 3 in 1989.  Peter, over many years, has 

been a multi-skilled helper at the club.  His  

talents and assistance have included supporting 

Night Tennis, Vets, Junior Supervisor, transport 

provider and being an integral member of the 

Executive Committee.  Peter was presented with 

his Life membership in 1997, and continued to 

be a great club member. 
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Tony Druitt 

Tony held prominent positions on the  

Executive Committee for ten years.   

He was theTreasurer from 1985 to 1988, and Presi-

dent from 1988 to 1990, which incorporated the  

Club‟s Centenary celebrations.   

His friendly personality and commitment to the Club  

contributed to an increase in membership.   

As Junior Convenor for a number of years,  

his contribution to Junior tennis was invaluable.   

Tony has been an outstanding ambassador for the 

Club, and was awarded Life Membership in  

October 2000. 

 

Grant Handasyde 

Grant led the Club as President for three years from 

1990, and from  1991, for an amazing seven years, 

held the position as Chairperson of the Senior  

selection committee.  Grant was always flexible and 

caring, showing great sportsmanship on and off the 

court.  Grant also contributed enormously to the 

construction and maintenance of the Healesville 

Tennis Club courts and clubrooms with his partner 

the back hoe.  Grant was presented with Life Mem-

bership in October 2000. 
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Dot McMaster 

Dot became a Life Member in 2002 following 

fifteen years of dedicated service to  

Mid Week Ladies tennis.   

She represented the Club as Convenor of all 

mid week ladies teams, and performed the  

administrative duties required with the vari-

ous Tennis Associations.  Over the past few 

years, despite ill health affecting her  

mobility, Dot has continued to play tennis, 

and represent the Mid Week Ladies teams. 

2009 Life Members Opening Courts 3&4 

Alan Honeycombe, Rick Highett, Beth Honeycombe,  

Dot McMaster, Peter Chapman and Tony Druitt 
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Alan Honeycombe:  Alan joined the Healesville Tennis Club in 1978 and that year was 

a member of a premiership team.  He has been on the Executive Committee for many 

years, including the position of President for four years.  He always seems to be elected 

as President or Vice President when there is some crisis in the Club.  His efficient  

management style, professionalism and patience are appreciated.  He has also performed 

the task of Junior and Senior Convenor for a total of seven years.  Alan has shown great 

sportsmanship on and off the courts.  

Over the past five years Alan has  

contributed enormously in organising the 

upgrading of the artificial grass courts at 

Queens Park.  Alan was awarded Life 

Membership in 2006. 

 

 

 

 

Beth Honeycombe:  Beth joined the 

Club in 1978, and was a member of a  

premiership team in her first year.  She 

has also been on the Executive Committee 

for many years in various capacities.  As 

Junior Convenor from 1986-1989 she  

organised a record number of junior 

teams peaking at 18 for a season.  Other Executive positions held include Public Officer, 

Member Protection Officer, Senior Convenor for four years, and President from 2000 to 

2002.  During this term of office she was instrumental in lobbying for the upgrade of the 

Queens Park tennis courts, installing artificial grass courts and Australian Standard light-

ing.  Since 2008 she has held the position of Secretary.  Beth was awarded Life Member-

ship in 2006. 
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OTHER SIGNIFICANT MEMBERS 

 

Inevitably, most of the following profiles are of members in recent years.  Comparatively  

little is known of members from the early years of the 20th century and details of members 

in later years are often sparse or unknown. 

 

The following members are recorded for their contribution to the club as outstanding  

players, efficient and often dynamic administrators or for their tennis longevity.   

Unfortunately, there may be omissions, and the Book Committee apologies to anyone who 

should have been included and who has been omitted inadvertently. 

 

Adele Andrew was one of the most successful female players of the late 1920s, the 1930s 

and the 1940s, winning a number of club championship both in singles and doubles, and 

playing in successful club teams in Association competitions.  She donated her championship 

cups to the club and they are on display in the clubroom.  Her sister, Edna, was often a 

teammate, and both served in various capacities on club committees for many years.  Their 

father was well-known local chemist, W.H. Andrew, himself a HTC committee member. 

 

Kaye Ashe was a very good Club Secretary and Junior Convenor.  She and husband Bob 

made their rumpus room available for many fund-raising events. 

 

Teresa Blackmar has been playing tennis for Healesville for 25 years, often in three  

competitions a week (mid-week ladies, Wednesday and Thursday and Saturday Seniors - as 

well as playing Tuesday veterans).  Her tennis is still of a very high standard.  Teresa 

served two years as Treasurer. 

 

Monika Broad won more club championships than any other player being Ladies Champion 

on no fewer than nine occasions, spanning a period of thirteen years.  Her strengths were 

great consistency, accurate lobbying and great skills on both backhand and forehand.  She 

began her career with HTC in the 1970s, and played until 1986.  Monika served on the club 

committee during the 1970s, and was very involved in many aspects of club administration. 
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Jack Burnside was President in 1923-3, Treasurer for 5 years, a Vice-President for a long 

period, and an „A‟ grade player who represented the club in Country Week.  He joined the Air 

Force in 1940 but remained a member of the club. 

 

Kathy Cameron has been an enterprising and energetic President for the past three years.  

Her initial connection with HTC was through her daughters, Shona and Ruth whom she 

transported from Toolangi to play for Healesville juniors.  Both girls subsequently featured in 

junior premiership teams.  When UYDTA folded Toolangi was outside the geographic range 

of Eastern Region Tennis Association so Toolangi players on the initiative of  

Kathy and Sandra Wilson and the cooperation of HTC used the Don Road courts to play 

Saturday Seniors for a time.  Since 1997 Kathy has been very involved in Mid-week Ladies, 

playing in a number of premiership sides.  Since moving to Badger Creek in 2004 she has 

been on the club committee. 

 

Joan Duncan has been at the club over a long period, playing initially for the Mid-week  

Ladies, and later being responsible for running Wednesday night tennis and helping with 

Tuesday night tennis.  She also served on the club committee. 

 

Adolphus Edgcumbe was one of the club‟s earliest Presidents.  We know nothing of his 

tennis prowess, if any, and suspect that in those early days the Presidency tended to be held 

by prominent local citizens who may or may not have played the game.  He was the person 

responsible for the building of the Grand Hotel in 1888, initially named after him, and which 

was made available for tennis club socials and other functions whilst he was the owner. 

 

Vince Gillett has been playing tennis for Healesville successfully for many years.  During 

the past four years he has done a great job as Junior Convenor. 

 

E.F.G. Hodges, popularly known as „alphabet‟ on account of his initials, was one of those 

Presidents (1919, 1920 at least) who seems to have been elected as a „prominent‟ local  

citizen rather than as a player or ex-player.  He had an astonishing range of other sporting 

and community interests and involvement, was a Healesville Shire Councillor for 15 years and 

President on five occasions, providing a communications bridge between the two organisa-

tions.  He was „held in high esteem by every section of the community‟, the sort of person 

who added prestige and gravitas to HTC. 
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Geoff Hocking  Small in stature, and a left-hander, Geoff put great spin on his shots and 

was a very good player.  He won three club championships, and, administratively, was Club 

President for 3 years.  He put a tremendous amount of time into junior tennis. 

 

Jamie Howie always played tennis with a big smile on his face.  He did great work on the 

early history of the club for the club‟s centenary presentation, and was really involved in  

organising and participating in club social events. 

 

Bill Hughes played tennis into his late seventies, spending a part of his career with 

Toolangi.  He was noted for his lobs and his sideline drives (hitting hard and having his  

opponent ducking on the net).  Despite having toes missing on one foot, he played a high 

standard of tennis in his young days.  He was club champion in 1966-7 and 1967-8. 

 

Ian Lasry played during the late 1950s and early 1960s and was club champion in 1961-2.  

As the owner and publisher of the Healesville News he gave wide coverage to HTC in the 

early 1960s.  He was a committee member in the 1950s and in 1951 a committee meeting 

thanked him for „his generosity to the club‟, including coaching. 

 

Nan Lasry was club secretary for four years between 1958 and 1962, wife of Ian, and like 

him an „A‟ grade player and very involved in local community as well as tennis club  

activities. 

 

Pat MacNamara had a long association with HTC.  He was President for 3 years (1934-37), 

a Vice-President for many years, and an „A‟ grade player, who represented the club in  

Country Week at Kooyong.  He donated a number of trophies, and provided transport for 

Country Week and for Association competitions. He was a local councillor for some years, 

and for 40 years the owner of a fleet of „service cars‟ transporting visitors between  

Melbourne and Healesville.  He died in Healesville in 1988 at the age of 92. 

 

Keith McIntosh was a member from 1972 to 1995 and a player and committee member for 

much of that period.  He donated the Men's and Ladies Championship Perpetual Trophies as 

well as many trophies for junior events.  A photograph of Keith and wife Lin hangs in the 

clubrooms, with the words  „for his patronage of the Healesville Tennis Club for the past 20 

years‟.  14th July 1995. 
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Di Moore, an energetic and committed local Shire Councillor for many years and a long-

time club member, was a valuable liaison between the two organizations.  She was also an 

enthusiastic and capable Saturday competitor and mid-week ladies player, who now plays 

Tuesday Veterans. 

 

Kevin O’Connell was a member of the tennis club throughout the 1950s.  He was a gen-

tleman, an outstanding tennis player who also contributed much as a committee member. 

 

Norma Parish was one of HTC‟s outstanding female players, being club singles champion 

on eight occasions.  Her style was characterised by aggressive attacking play, with strong 

volleying and overheads.  She was a very good net player, with a great determination to 

win.  She began playing with HTC in about 1952 after previously being with Merrymakers 

T.C., and played her final season in 1987.  She was also an active committee member  

during the 1970s. 

 

Leon Phillips appears to have been a remarkably energetic man.  Not only was he  

President for 7 years between 1920 and 1927, Secretary also in 1926, a Vice-President 

throughout the 1930s, and among the club‟s leading players, but also an „A‟ grade  

cricketer, and owner of a hardware business (now Reeces).  Popularly known as „Len‟, it 

was during the early years of his Presidency that significant changes took place in the club, 

including the separation of the Tennis and Croquet clubs, and the formation of a set of 

rules for the governance of the club. 

 

Ian Pollock was a left handed tennis player, noted for his hard hit sideliners.  As president 

was an outstanding chairman and made a great contribution to the building of the Don 

Road Courts. 

 

Denise Reid started her tennis with Healesville but moved to Mt Evelyn and became  

Record Secretary for the Ferntree Gully and District Tennis Association.  On her return to 

Healesville she became club secretary, a position she held for five years, during which time 

she came up with great ideas and put in a power of work.  With Brian Frankland, Denise 

was very successful in getting grants and loans towards the cost of artificial grass on courts 

5 & 6. 
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Maurice Reid  As soon as he came to Healesville Maurice became involved in court  

maintenance.  He was a good tennis player and a good President, and was the driving force 

and principal organiser in the construction of extensions to the clubrooms. 

 

Louise Russell  was the Junior Convenor for 4 years from 1998-2002.  Louise who herself 

did not play tennis, accepted and fulfilled the responsibility, with great dedication and a  

positive attitude.  Junior players responded to Louise‟s bright and friendly nature, which led 

to many successful tennis seasons, both on and off the courts.  Louise is to be commended 

for her organizational skills, in facilitating weekly competition and Annual Junior Club  

Championships. 

 

Jean Sholl  Although her main Saturday focus was with her local club Toolangi, Jean has 

been a member of HTC for nearly thirty years, featuring prominently in Mid-week Ladies 

teams.  She is still a very active player at the age of 80 playing mid-week ladies and  

Veterans.  Jean was so keen to play MWL during her nursing career that she rostered herself 

off to be able to do so. 

 

Eric Smith was President for 3 years, an „A‟ grade player and club singles champion in 1959

-60 and 1962-3.  He represented the UYDTA in 1963. 

 

Gwen Smola took her tennis very seriously.  She did great work with night tennis and 

served one year as Treasurer.  Gwen was also very mindful of keeping the clubrooms clean 

and presentable. 

 

Vic Smola was a great help to the tennis club over many decades, for his work to prevent 

the smashing of windows, the stealing of gas bottles, the breaking into courts, with security 

mesh, locks, keys and welding at no cost to the club. 

 

Ted Upton was an A grade player and also served a year as Treasurer. 
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Bob Ure, an ambidextrous player, he represented the club in five premiership teams.  He 

was Club President for four years, taking the job very seriously.  Among other things, he was 

influential in establishing the courts at Don Road.  Bob and his wife Carol often opened 

their house for club social events. 

 

Judy Veerman played many years of Saturday and Mid-week Ladies competition for  

Healesville and served on the committee over a long period. 

 

Sandra Wilson (nee Richards) was Healesville‟s most dedicated female player.  After only 

two years competitive tennis and whilst still in her late teens she defeated the very  

experienced Beryl Ayres.  Sandra hardly ever made an unforced error, and when she did she 

apologised for it!  She played her latter years with Toolangi where she lived at the time.  

When she obtained her driving licence at 18 she transported 3 players younger than herself, 

Gayle Keith, Robert Ayres and Michael Young, to compete in State-wide tournaments. 

 

Christine Wittkopp (nee Hort) 

Christine started her tennis at Healesville then became a nurse, married Jason whose work 

with the armed forces kept her away from Healesville.  On her return she was elected  

secretary, and for 5 years was marvellous in that position, among other things gaining grants 

for the new courts 5 & 6 and instigated committee job descriptions and a business plan.  She 

was also junior convenor for 4 years, started Thursday night tennis and built up the numbers 

until she retired.  On the court, she was Ladies champion on four occasions.  With working 

full time as a nurse it is amazing the amount of work she did for the club. 

 

Michael Young was a great worker for the club from a young age, and a wonderful club 

champion.  Michael was a selector, the go-between with the High School and HTC for the use 

of the school‟s courts, a delegate to the UYDTA, and a live-wire member of the social  

fund-raising committee.  In 1980s, in order to raise money for the club he undertook a 24 

hour marathon series of matches taking on all comers.    
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SIGNIFICANT MEMBERS 

The following members in their individual way as players, organizers, administrators or 

helpers have contributed to the success of or for the benefit of the Healesville Tennis 

Club.  The club greatly appreciates their contribution. 

 

 

 

 

Geoff Anderson    

Lyn Boeder    

Jack Brown 

Ken Chalmers  

Pam Druitt 

Flo Flood 

Erin Gooding 

Annette Hunt 

Glenice Liston 

Pam McConnell 

Graham Morrison 

Brian Racine 

Michela Scully 

Chris Snell     

Diana Stuart 

Andrew Twist 

Garnet Wilcox  

Cheryl Wyeth 

 

Jessie Arundel 

Graham Bolton 

Peter Brown 

Robert Crozier 

John Duscher 

Rosemary Frankland 

Taryn Gooding 

Robert Kane 

Danielle Maassen 

Ray McDonald 

Trevor Needham 

Peggy Ryan-Needham 

Marlene Sharp 

Dave Stocco 

Jan Taylor 

Carol Ure 

Mark Williams 

 

 
Robert Ayres 

David Broad 

Gary Carmody 

Sandra Dennehy 

Jenny Easton 

Mindi Gerbes 

John Hay 

Anne Knibbs  

Neil McConnell 

Bruce Moore 

Paula Pearce 

Ron Schliefert 

Peter Sharp 

David Stoddart 

Travis Thom 

Arthur Webb 

John Woodrow 
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TOP PLAYERS 

Rick Highett has watched or played with or against a huge number of Healesville tennis  

players during his long membership of the club.  For the purpose of this book he was asked 

to choose his top male and female players of the past 50 years. 

 

As with any sports selection it is difficult to compare players of different eras who may never 

have played with or against each other.  There will be those who disagree with his selection, 

but the following, in his opinion only, are the top HTC players over the past 50 years.  The 

list is of 18 male and 10 female players in alphabetical order: 

MALE        FEMALE 

Terry Blackburn       Beryl Ayres 

Wayne Broom       Monika Broad 

David Cosson       Karen Campbell 

John Duscher       Erin Gooding 

Adam Easton       Tarryn Gooding 

Geoff Hocking       Norma Parish 

Steven Hutson       Marlene Sharp 

Mick Kay        Val Vaughan 

Grant Kendall       Sandra Wilson 

Phil Kelly        Cheryl Wyeth 

Ian Lasry 

Earl Louw 

Kevin O‟Connell 

Nick Pieronzik 

Garry Scott 

Andrew Twist  

John Woodrow 

Michael Young 

 

TOP TEAMS:  Rick also refers to the team of Erin and Tarryn Gooding, Grant Kendall and  

Andrew Twist as the best team, in his experience, to represent Healesville in mixed team 

competition, and probably the strongest Men‟s team in the past 20 years as Wayne Broom, Jimmy 

McGinnis, Michael Young and Paul Teijeiro.  Two other teams comprising Grant Kendall,  

Andrew Twist, Craig McCulloch and Andrew Moore, and David Cosson, Arron Kincaird, 

Brian Caddle, and Brian DÁrcy weren‟t far behind them. 
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CHAPTER 7 - THE FACILITIES 

Unsurprisingly the need to improve the quality of court surfaces and to improve their  

immediate environment has been a continuing feature of the work of successive club 

committees, as has been the drive to provide suitable clubrooms.  Minutes of committee 

meetings make regular reference to the need to „upgrade‟ existing courts and to increase 

their number.  A tremendous amount of physical and financial effort has been expended 

in achieving these aims.  During relatively recent times many improvements have taken 

place in the playing and social facilities. 

 

The playing areas 

Obviously, courts and the condition they are in, are central to any tennis club, and in 

Healesville‟s case they have undergone major changes over a long period. 

 

River Street 

Although relatively little detailed information is recorded about the courts on the River 

Street site, it is clear that over a long period the condition of the playing surface and the 

surrounds was a concern for the committee.  In 1894 improvements were made to the 

grounds - and the pavilion was „relocated‟.  The following year the Healesville Guardian 

reported on August 30th that “the local tennis lawn was improved”, whilst on October 

16th 1896 the same newspaper noted that “the successful asphalting of the court” had 

taken place.  In the 1930s several references were made to the problem of blackberries 

and honeysuckle impinging on the surrounds of the courts, and the club found it difficult 

to maintain the courts to a satisfactory standard, so much so that by 1933 they were in 

such a bad state of repair that the club felt unable to entertain visiting teams.  This may 

well have been one of the motivations for the club to find a more satisfactory site. 

 

Queens Park 

The original four courts were apparently made with a soft granite rock, probably  

salamander, which crushed easily into a sandy clay substance that drained reasonably 

well.  At some stage they were apparently replaced by en-tout-cas, which have their  

advantages and disadvantages.  The former include reasonable drainage properties, 

evenness in „the bounce of the ball‟, and relatively straightforward maintenance.   
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Queens Park (Cont’d)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Among the disadvantages are the effects of the weather, leading to constant watering in 

summer and „wearing‟ in wet periods.  In the 1980s the surface on Courts 5 & 6 wore 

down to rock bottom.  Various solutions were tried but none proved completely satisfac-

tory.  After the 1983 floods, for example, courts 3 & 4 had six inch deep channels run-

ning through them.  Advice was taken from the Council about the best method of repair.  

However, the results of this method lasted only twelve months, and meant it had to be 

repeated each September. This was not only expensive but physically demanding, so a 

more permanent solution had to be found with alternative types of surfaces.  A decision 

was made by the club committee to achieve this progressively. 

Two new courts were constructed with plexipave surface, and even these had their  

troubles when, in 1983, floods left a large amount of silt on them.  Ladies from the  

mid-week teams helped to hose the silt away. 

 

 

 

September 1983 Mid-week Ladies cleaning up after the floods 

View of Queens Park tennis facility 2010 
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In 2010 the two plexipave courts remain while the other four are eye-catching carpets of 

artificial grass and sand, laid on concrete.  All these changes and the installation of lights 

to Australian Standard Lighting have been expensive to implement.  During the past ten 

years alone these ambitious improvements have cost $243,500.  Club members through 

their fees, fund-raising efforts and donations have contributed $106,000, a huge sum of 

money for a local, amateur sporting club.  Grants from the Yarra Ranges Shire Council, a 

$49,000 „save the water grant‟ from the Federal Government, and various loans covered 

the remainder. 

 

Brian Frankland, Christine Wittkop, Beth and Alan Honeycombe deserve special 

praise for their vision and their drive in successfully obtaining grants and loans for these 

projects. 

 

2005 Official opening of Courts 5 & 6 

Heavy rain forced presentation under cover of clubroom verandah.   

Opened by Cr. Di Moore shown congratulating President Alan Honeycombe with  

Project Leader Brian Frankland in the middle. 
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The Clubrooms at Queens Park 

It is not clear what building - if any - was provided by the Council to HTC when it moved 

from River Street to Queens Park.  But it is certain that a „new‟ pavilion was constructed, 

mainly by the President, L.J.Adam, and officially opened in May 1940.  It was jointly 

funded by the Club and the Council.  By present standards the building was probably very 

basic and needed considerable work on it in subsequent years.  In 1951 a meeting was 

arranged with Council “to finalise matters concerning the building in Queens Park”.   

 

It appears that HTC assumed responsibility for what was then called „the tennis pavilion‟ 

in time for the opening of the 1960 tennis season.  The room was painted and decorated, 

curtains put up, coverings placed on the tables, storage ledges and light shades fitted  

resulting in an attractively presented area.  Unfortunately rain washed out the opening 

day‟s play! 

 

That self-help enthusiasm has continued through the years, but for a time was stymied 

by the lack of a sewerage system in Queens Park.  Although the clubhouse was  

apparently rebuilt in 1982 Council decreed that the installation of toilets could only be 

considered when a sewerage system was brought into the park. 

 

A considerable period elapsed before Club Executives approached the newly-formed Shire 

of Yarra Ranges in 1995-6 for permission to add toilets to the clubhouse.  After many 

meetings with the relevant authorities the response was the same as it had been thirteen 

years earlier.  Some lateral thinking was obviously needed to bring conclusion to the 

great toilet saga.   

 

In 1997 Council had allocated money for a new entrance to Queens Park via Don Road.  

After meeting with the other „users‟ of Queens Park (football and cricket clubs and the 

kindergarten) a submission was put to Council that the „users‟ would prefer the money be 

redirected to putting sewerage into the park, a move which would not only benefit the 

organisations concerned but enable the public toilets to be upgraded, thereby saving the 

Grace Burn and the park from further contamination. 
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In April 1997 Council agreed that the sewerage option was the way to proceed and funding 

for it would be in the Council estimates for 1997-8. 

 

Club President, Maurice Reid, experienced in building, suggested the club build an  

extension to the clubhouse to include a kitchen, toilet and showers.  He would organise and 

direct the work, and his step-daughter, an architect, would draw up the plans.  The Club‟s 

AGM gave its approval, the plans were prepared and submitted to Council.  They proceeded 

through the relevant stages, culminating in formal approval by Council on 11th May 1998.  

Building began on 4th August with a great team of club members.  Grant Handasyde used 

his back-hoe to dig the trenches for the foundation, and a machine was hired for the stump 

holes.  Bob Boeder did the brickwork with Peter Chapman, Rick Highett and  

Frits Maassen as helpers.  The hardwood was supplied by Demby‟s and the pine by GB 

Timber, part owned by Jan Taylor.  Plumbing was done by Paul Bateman, plastering by 

Kerry Dickenson, and most of the inside painting by Peter Chapman and Denise Reid, 

her husband's keenest backer.  Denise also did the tiling in the kitchen.  The many trades-

men then connected with the club gave their services free or at a discount.  Many others 

gave donations of materials, while others gave their time and skill to complete the large 

number of tasks necessary for the completion of the work.  They included Jessie Arundel, 

Robbie Schuurman, Geoff Shannon, Diana Stuart, Sandra Dennehy,  

Felix Fraraccio, Vic Smola, Laurie and Nicholas Bennett, Frank McDonald,  

Jan Taylor and George McLaren.   

Opening Club House Extension October 1983 

Pictured - Alan Honeycombe and  

Shire President Cr J Melrose 

19th July 1999 
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The work was completed over a period of ten months, it passed its final inspection with 

flying colours, and was officially opened on the evening of 19th June 1999 by club  

member and local councillor Di Moore. 

 

Apart from the updating of the courts, the extension to the clubrooms has been the most 

significant happening during the past twenty years.  At long last the toilet „block‟ has 

ended and the toilets were „christened‟.  What a relief! 

 

Maurice and Denise Reid, President and Secretary of the club, were pivotal to the 

building of the extension, and their work and enthusiasm were recognized by HTC at the 

official opening when the area was named the Reid Extension. 

2005 Opening of Courts 5 & 6 

August 1998 Bob Boeder 

 

August 1998 Maurice Reid 

November 1998 Vic Smola fitting security 

with Denise Reid fence-sitting 

 

January 1999 Maurice Reid 
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The Don Road Courts 

Serious consideration had been given to the idea of moving the Club‟s home from 

Queens Park to the Don Road Complex.  It was apparently the intention of the Shire of 

Healesville Council to do this, and the 1994-95 Club Executive decided to test the  

feasibility of such a move.  The cost of giving the club the same facilities as it had at the 

time in Queens Park - four en-tout-cas courts and two plexipave courts, with lighting to 

four of these, plus the four en-tout-cas courts at Don Road, together with a new  

clubhouse to ‟service‟ the ten courts, was estimated at between $400,000 and $500,000.  

The Shire was able to offer only “help in arranging finance”.  Clearly this was  

unacceptable to the club as there was no way it could have serviced a loan of such  

magnitude. 

 

The surface of the four courts at the Don Road Sporting Complex, was completed in 

1986, is of en-tout-cas.  Originally, because they were built on a clay base, in very wet 

years they became very „gooey‟.  The offending soft spots had to be dug out to a hard 

base, replaced with a top surface and filled in with en-tout-cas compacted with a 

„whacker‟.  As a result of the hard work done by volunteers they now have wonderful 

drainage properties.   

2006 - View of Don Road Courts - Beginners Intro to Tennis program: 

Isobel Young & Irene Maggs with Kathy Cameron 
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The courts are named after Rick Highett in acknowledgement and appreciation of his  

great contribution to the Healesville Tennis Club.  Rick has taken a special interest in 

these courts, often working hard physically to maintain their quality and appearance and 

playing on them each Tuesday morning with the Veterans (see page 36 for relevant photo). 

 

The courts cost $39,000 to construct.  Council paid $13,000, HTC $13,000 and the  

remaining $13,000 was to be repaid over 10 years.  The Council also provided the fence 

enclosing the courts. 

 

In recent years Peter Brown and Robert Crozier in particular have taken responsibility 

for maintenance and improvement of the area surrounding the courts.  Their hard work is 

highlighted in September each year by the flowering of the golden splendour of the  

wattle trees at either end of the court surrounds. 

 

The proposed construction and use of four courts at the Don Road complex made the 

provision of a clubhouse essential.  The OTC building sited in the Valley Farm Road area 

was donated to the club.  To transport it to its new site it had to be jacked up and placed 

on a semi-trailer.  As a result of recent heavy-rain softening the ground, the ‟semi‟  

became bogged.  It took four local farmers with tractors to pull it out.  Near its new  

proposed site the ‟semi‟ became bogged again;  a backhoe operator saw its plight and 

saved the day.  Later the building had to be shifted again, this time on two large logs.  It 

has been firmly in place for more than a quarter of a century, and is a very useful asset 

to the club‟s Don Road resources.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2009 Working Bee 

removing lines from Courts 3&4 

 

Volunteers include  

Alan Honeycombe, Peter Brown, 

Robert Crozier and  

other busy helpers.   

(Paid worker watching!) 
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CHAPTER 8  

GAME, SET & MATCH ~ STORIES FROM THE PAST 

SHARING THE AREA 

The River Street site was a shared facility for many years for three sporting clubs.  

Healesville Tennis Club was the original tenant in 1889, the Healesville Bowling Club was 

founded in 1891 and the Croquet Club in 1894 as a part of HTC. 

 

The tennis and croquet clubs separated in 1920 the three sporting organisations seemed 

to coexist amicably, with members often being involved with more than one of the three 

sports. 

 

The „Opening Day‟ of the season was usually a joint affair and a convivial social occasion 

at which the local State parliamentarian or the Shire President officiated.  There were 

several unsuccessful proposals to amalgamate the tennis and bowls clubs, and to build a 

joint clubroom, but one or the other of the clubs deemed it „not appropriate at this time‟.  

 

After HTC‟s move to Queens Park, the former tennis courts in 1935 were converted to 

additional bowling greens.  It is uncertain when the croquet club ceased to function. 

 

HIGH ACHIEVERS 

Two girls who started their tennis in Healesville reached top ten ranking in Victorian  

junior tennis.  Cheryl Wyeth, ranked 5, represented Victoria for three years in junior 

tennis in her age group.  Rebecca Jeffrey is at present ranked in the top ten in her age 

group. 

 

AGM BUSINESS FROM HOSPITAL 

After a fall from a horse, knocking him unconscious, Rick Highett woke up in hospital 

and asked his sister Angela to get the tennis club president, Beryl Ayres to the hospital 

so he could brief her on the arrangements he had made for the upcoming AGM.  Are 

there no limits which Rick will go to for his beloved HTC? 
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HIGH JINKS AT HIGHETTS! 

Who could ever forget the Christmas and New Year‟s parties at Rick Highett’s property 

during the late 1980s:  hay rides, spotlighting foxes, 44 gallons drums made into rafts for 

the kids who could swim.  George McLaren got on the raft on the dam with the kids 

when the wind blew them off the shore.  It was only then that we found out that George 

could not swim! 

 

SUCCESS IN ‘OTHER’ SPORTS 

A number of HTC members over the years have achieved success in other sports: 

At least five members played league football.  John Goold played for Carlton and  

Victoria, became a TV „World of Sport‟ commentator, and played tennis for Healesville for 

three seasons, as did Len Halley of Essendon who also played football for Western  

Australia.  Brownlow Medal winner, Gordon Collis, was runner-up to Eric Smith in the 

Club Championship in 1962-3, whilst Brian Kenneally was a Melbourne Premiership 

player in the 1960s.  Jeff Bates played for Geelong. 

 

Peggy Ryan-Needham had a hard-hit drive volley, not surprising when you learn she 

played softball for Victoria. 

Tarryn Gooding, three times club champion and Sarah D’Arcy, former junior  

premiership player both represented Victoria in the Australian Rules Women‟s football 

team.   

Earl Louw was an accomplished all-rounder.  Circa 1986 he hit a century in junior  

Saturday morning cricket, played Section 1 Senior tennis in the afternoon, and the  

following Sunday played in a trial match for the Victorian Under 16 Australian Rules  

football team.   

Jackie Ashe (whose mother, Kaye, was Junior Convenor, a solid tennis player herself 

and a very efficient fundraiser for tennis) became an Australian under 16 champion in 

figure skating. 

SANTA’S HELPER 1994  

Rob Dennehy had an unusual „party trick‟ 

at tennis club Christmas functions -  

he did handstands before handing  

out the presents. 
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PRACTICAL MEMBERS 

Peter Brown and Robert Crozier demonstrated their practical skills (as well as being 

fine tennis players) by constructing the sturdy „Hit-up board‟ in Queens Park.  Peter and 

wife Jan raise money for the club by taking responsibility for organising club barbecues. 

Peter has also given hours of his time to the maintenance of buildings and structures 

such as gates, fences, and doors using his multiple skills. 

 

QUICK OUT OF THE BLOCKS 

Veterans player Graham Page, who travels from Buxton to play Tuesday morning social 

tennis is a fast mover on court, not surprising when you learn that in his younger days he 

could run „even time‟, that is a hundred yards in 10 seconds, and competed against  

Melbourne Olympics bronze medallist, Hec Hogan. 

 

UNTHINKABLE NOW 

In the early 1960s Pam McConnell drove five other tennis players, two children and a 

dog to away matches in her FJ Holden! 

 

VERSATILE MEMBERS 

Two former club champions, Ian Lasry and Kevin O’Connell played in the same team 

in season 1947-8 for the A grade Healesville Cricket Club team. 

 

RECOLLECTIONS 

Life member, Beryl Ayres joined HTC in 1948 and has some wonderful memories to 

look back on.  Members she remembers particularly include Frank Fisher, Hazel and 

Pam Mullet, Paul and Marge Bartold and Ian and Nan Lasry. 

 

Robert Kane joined HTC in 1968 and became friends in particular with  

Russell Jensen, Rob & Beryl Ayres, Dot Peters and Rick Highett.  He remembers 

the introduction of coloured tennis wear (as opposed to white) and wearing „short‟ 

shorts.  He played with a Dunlop volley racquet and always found it great fun to travel to 

„away‟ venues. 
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A WELL ‘TRAINED’ TENNIS PLAYER 

This little event demonstrates that tennis players can show initiative in places other than 

the tennis court.  A very young member of Di Moore’s team was eager to go for a push 

bike ride.  Di, like the good-hearted soul she has always been, volunteered to take her.  

Bike riding in 1979 was a less popular activity than it is today, and there were very few 

bikes on the roads around Healesville.  The young lady had no bike of her own and was 

unsure of her riding capacity.  At that time a bicycle was Di‟s only mode of transport, but 

as it was not a „bicycle built for two‟ they hired one that was, and chose to ride to Yarra 

Glen.  Out on the road, close to Tarrawarra Abbey, a tyre punctured.  So there they 

were, with no puncture kit, a useless bike and 12 kms from Healesville, facing a long 

walk back to town. It was then that Di realized they were close to the old Tarrawarra  

railway siding, and as she used the train to travel to Melbourne to work she knew the 

time table.  So huffing and puffing the two of them carrying the bike built to carry them, 

arrived just in time to flag down the afternoon train from Lilydale to Healesville.  The 

driver, recognizing one of his regulars, brought the train to a halt, roared laughing at 

their discomfort, helped them and their tandem on board, and delivered them safely to 

their original starting location. 14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peter Chapman’s 80th Birthday pictured with past Presidents:   

Rick, Highett, Grant Handasyde, Maurice Reid, Beth Honeycombe,  

Peter Chapman, Mindi Gerbes, Brian Frankland and Alan Honeycombe 
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FAMILY CONTRIBUTIONS AND CONNECTIONS 

The Ures are probably the largest family who played for Healesville concurrently.   

Parents Carol and Bob, sons Greg and Colin, and daughters Jenny, Helen and Suzie 

all played in Healesville teams. 

 

The Young family have made a great contribution to Healesville tennis with mother 

Estelle, son Michael, daughters Judy Veermann and Denise Reid (and brother-in-

law Maurice) all featuring prominently on and off the court.  Sons Colin and Terry also 

played for short periods, and Colin‟s daughter, Cassie, also played for HTC.  Incidentally 

Michael has the distinction of being the first baby born at the Healesville & District Hospital.  

 

The Honeycombes were represented by Beth, Alan, Ross, Chris, Sharyn and  

Danielle, whilst the Racines contributed Gary, Wendy and Craig. 

 

The McPhersons were a large tennis-playing family with parents Alex and Jean, and 

children Doug, Grayne, Laurel and Andrew, and grandsons Angus, Joe and Cliff all 

playing for Healesville teams.  

 

Other families with third generation players include the Druitts, with parents Pam and 

Tony, daughter Samantha and grand-daughter Taylor (see photo below), and the  

Maassens, parents Danielle and Frits, daughter Giselle, and grand-daughter Mia. 

 

 

Tony, Pam & Sam Duitt with  

Ellie & Taylor Stevens 

Mia Truong, Giselle, Danielle & Frits Maassen 
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The large Rutherford family lost both their parents when the eldest were in their teens.  

Their friends, the O’Connors, became their foster parents, and encouraged all the  

Rutherford children to join them in playing for Healesville. 

Seven times club champion, Norma Parish (Hort) is the aunt of four time club  

champion Christine Wittkopp (Hort).   

 

Brothers and sisters, Gary and Wendy Racine and Luke and Laura Dennehy all won 

club championships. 

 

The Dennehy family have given great service to the club, with Rob as President,  

Sandra for four years as Junior Convenor and son and daughter Luke & Laura both 

club champions. 

 

‘ALWAYS SHORT OF MONEY’  

The Tennis Club, faced with added rental to be paid to the Shire Council, intends to make 

an effort during the winter to scrape together some extra funds by running a series of 

get-together nights at the home of various members.  So if you‟re a Tennis Club  

member; you have a lot of money you don‟t want; you would like to have a peek in the 

skeletons in the cupboards of some of the Best People in Healesville; get on the  

bandwagon and join the motley mob of gamblers who are going to make their nefarious 

rounds this year.  Note:  there will definitely be NO free beer, marijuana, whisky or gin.  

In fact there will be no free anything - just the chance to walk out the door a rich  

man - if you get that far before being cut down by tommy-gun fire.  For further grim  

details contact (if you dare) the Hon Sec ... Melbourne Security & Police welcome”. 15 

 

A SWIFT RESPONSE 

A remarkable feature of the 1960 season was the success of the Swift family.  Mother 

Bet won the ladies singles, daughter Robyn the B grade ladies singles and son Dick the  

B grade men‟s singles.  Bet (playing with Joanna Edgar) also carried off the ladies‟  

doubles and Robyn (with Kel Higgins) won the mixed doubles. 
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ATTIRE 

It was reported in 1960 that the Lawn Tennis Association of Victoria (LTAV) was  

concerned at the lack of appropriate court attire especially in country districts.  It 

prompted the tennis club scribe to verse: 

 

Beau Brummel 

 

Me gym boots and me khaki shorts, 

Me felt hat and me tie, 

Me flat-topped racquet in me hand, 

Oh what a toff am I! 

 

I beat the local champion, 

In gym boots, just last year, 

He got a shock - he didn’t know, 

I always train on beer. 

 

That’s why it makes me fairly sick, 

This LTAV rule, 

What, me come out dressed all in white? 

I’d look a ruddy fool!’ 16 

 

 

TOP PLAYERS 

Between 1958/9 and 1988/9 three ladies and three men dominated the club  

championship.  Monica Broad, Norma Parish and Beryl Ayres won most of the  

ladies‟ titles between them, whilst Michael Young with 7 wins spread over 24 years, 

and Billy Hughes and John Duscher with 3 wins each were the most prolific men, with 

13 others sharing the remaining championships.   

 

Although Norma Parish never lost a HTC Championship match, a born-and-bred  

Healesville girl, Val Vaughan, twice beat her in the Association championships. 
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‘YOU’RE NEVER TOO OLD’ 

 

 

 

CAMERONS TO THE FORE 

The first President of the Healesville Tennis Club was local member of Parliament,  

Mr Ewen Cameron and the first Secretary, his brother, Mr D Cameron.  A hundred and 

twenty years later another Cameron, Kathy (no relation to the others) is not only the 

Club‟s President but also the driving force behind the publication of this book. 

 

‘STAYERS’ 

Beth and Alan Honeycombe, Dot McMaster, Vince Gillett, Wal and  

Teresa Blackmar, Andy Marinkovic, Rick Highett and Jean Sholl have all had a long 

playing association with HTC, and are still playing after nearly 30 years membership. 

 

 

2004 

The late Ron Hosie always looked fit and 

healthy even in his late eighties.  He used 

to have a vigorous walk or a „hit-up‟ 

against one of the Coles supermarket‟s 

large brick walls before arriving at Vets 

Tennis promptly at 9am.  So he was 

rather bemused when he „fainted‟ at home 

on one occasion. The family thought it 

prudent for Ron to have a medical check-

up.  “The doctor gave me this test and 

that test, tried everything they could, but 

they couldn‟t find anything wrong with 

me!”  In telling the story, Ron seemed 

quite disappointed that after all the  

medics had put him through, there was 

nothing wrong with him!  Ron continued 

playing with Tuesday morning Vets until 

he was 90.  What a wonderful character, 

an inspiration to all who might think they 

are „too old‟ to keep playing tennis. 
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SURPRISE 50TH PARTY 

Kaye and Bob Ashe were great workers for the tennis club and after their daughter had 

become the Australian Under 16 Roller Skating winner, Kaye invited Rick, Tony  & Pam 

Druitt to see the video of Jackie‟s win.  They said they were having a meal in the  

rumpus room below.  Rick opened the door and a large number of tennis members yelled 

out SURPRISE! 

 

TENNIS FAREWELL 

A number of tennis friends of Diane & Kevin O’Connell gathered at the Dennis Hotel, 

to wish them farewell on their departure from Healesville.  Diane & Kevin have been 

prominent in tennis circles for a number of years, and Kevin was Singles Champion in 

1959, taking the Club and Association titles.  The O‟Connell family has been closely  

identified with Healesville for many years, and have many friends here, who greatly  

regret their departure.  The Tennis Club presented the guests with a fireside rug, and  

Mr Holden (Pres.) and Max Le Lievre (on behalf of players) and Mr Gordon Hubbard 

(for Yarra Glen), spoke appreciatively of the popularity and sportsmanship of both 

guests.‟  17 
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TALENT NIGHTS 

At least two club Talent Nights in the early 1980s organised by Jamie Howie and  

Carol Ure, were held at the Badger Creek Hall. 

 

The highlights include the „roasting‟ of Andy Marinkovic with tapes made by the lads he 

grew up with in Gippsland, Carol Ure’s cleverly-written plays, Jamie Howie  

inserting member‟s eccentricities into Banjo Patterson poems, and Auriol Cooper  

singing „Don‟t Cry For Me Argentina‟.   They were happy and enjoyable occasions. 

 

COACHES 

In the early 2000‟s David Bullock was a well-liked club coach who eventually left  

coaching for a more lucrative career.  David was the reigning Club Champion when  

tragically his house was burnt down in the Black Saturday Kinglake bushfires of 2009.   

Another former Healesville coach, Peter Chapple, had a second string to his bow 

(racquet!).  He had a powerful but melodic tenor voice, and his CDs reveal a wide  

repertoire of songs and styles.  Sadly, he died at a relatively young age several years 

ago. 

 

INTERNATIONAL UMPIRES 

Club members Roma Shipp, John Egan, Mark & Ian Woodrow and Robert Kane 

have all umpired international tennis matches.  The latter in 2010 also refereed a Davis 

Cup match in Cairns. 

 

 

HAVE YOU HEARD ABOUT....? 

Former member Luke Dennehy features extensively in the  

Sunday Herald Sun as that newspapers social affairs writer.  Luke was 

Club Champion in season 1993-4. 
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RECOLLECTIONS OF A CONVENOR - ALAN HONEYCOMBE 

My first contact with the Healesville Tennis Club was early in 1978 when Beth and I 

moved to Healesville from Mortlake in the Western District.  At that time, Healesville was 

one of the largest clubs in the then Upper Yarra District Tennis Association (UYDTA), and 

tennis was played only in the Summer season.  I attended the 1978 AGM and was  

fascinated by the floor of the old wooden clubrooms as I entered them for the first time.  

If tennis was washed out, players could have used the floor for trampoline training!  I 

must have had too much to say or forgotten when to keep my hand down, as I soon 

found myself on the Executive Committee.  That year (1978) was the first year that the 

UYDTA decided to try getting sufficient teams to make up a winter competition.  So there 

we were in a mixed team of 4 (Section 3), comprising Beth and myself, John Prout and 

Lyn Draper, all new to the Healesville area, not knowing anybody else.  We surprised 

ourselves by winning the premiership in our first season.  In the late 70s and 80s, the 

club was blessed with a large number of committed families.  The children would play 

juniors on Saturday mornings and the parents played in the senior competition in the  

afternoons.  In many cases, juniors played both mornings and afternoons, with their  

parents.  In the Summer season of 1986 Healesville had 16 junior and 15 senior teams 

entered in the UYDTA competition.  There were only 4 en tout cas courts at Queen‟s 

Park, as the Don Road courts had yet to be built.  How can you play 16 teams with 8 at 

home each week, on 4 courts?  The answer is to look around for other courts.  We were 

fortunate to be given permission to use the Healesville High School‟s 2 en tout cas courts, 

another at a guest house and a court at Yarra Glen.  Co-ordinating all of these teams at 

all of these venues was no simple task, but we managed and the club thrived.  Family 

barbecues after tennis were a great and regular social occasion, where stories of the 

day‟s wins and losses against our adversaries were recounted with great interest. 

Tennis attire was predominantly white, as were the balls.  Racquets were all made of 

wood, with famous names like John Newcombe or John McEnroe emblazoned around 

the frames.  Aluminium-framed racquets soon became the craze, until players wondered 

why their elbows and forearms got so sore.  Carbon fibre and other composite racquets, 

which were much better at absorbing shock, appeared a few years later. 
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RECOLLECTIONS OF A CONVENOR (CONT’D) 

Association and club tournaments were a very important part of the tennis calendar.  

Countless hours were spent in assembling entries, putting them into sections and seeding 

them.  Venues and section convenors had to be arranged, and when it was all over, the 

Association Presentation Night at the end of the season was a huge affair, with all of the 

premiership flags and association tournament trophies presented.   Separate nights were 

held for juniors and seniors. 

 

In the early 1980s, the old wooden clubrooms were dismantled and our brand new brick 

clubrooms were opened, along with 2 new plexi-pave courts in front of them.  Now we 

had 6 courts at Queen‟s Park, with another 4 en tout cas courts soon to be added at the 

new Don Road Complex.  At about the same time, indoor basketball and netball facilities 

were constructed at the High School and soccer increased in popularity.    This resulted 

in many of our juniors and prospective juniors choosing to play these sports instead of 

tennis.  Ironically, as the number of courts at our disposal increased to 10, the number of 

teams entered in Saturday junior and senior competitions decreased.  However, the new 

courts at Don Road meant that every match could now be played on two courts, so that 

players did not have to sit around for an hour or more waiting for a court to become 

available, then fight over who had the right to occupy it! 

 

Lights were added to courts 3 and 4, making night practice, extended coaching and night 

competition and social tennis a possibility.  Now that players had the opportunity of  

playing of a week night, mid-week (ladies) and veterans tennis, fewer seniors were sign-

ing up for Saturday afternoon teams.  However, the club continued to function in a  

well-run and progressive fashion, with more choice for players.   

 

A succession of recent, successful club coaches have ensured that the junior teams  

receive a regular supply of beginners. 
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RECOLLECTIONS OF A CONVENOR (CONT’D) 

Team practice is something we don‟t hear much of today.  In the 1980s, in addition to 

arranging a complex court roster for teams playing on a Saturday, another roster was 

formulated so that every team had an opportunity to have at least one practice session 

during the week.  Woe betide any unsuspecting interlopers who occupied a team‟s court 

on practice night! Practice sessions became even more important as club and  

association tournaments drew near and as finals matches approached. 

 

Who knows what the future will hold for our tennis club?  We have been blessed with a 

succession of committed and insightful office-bearers, and the wonderful experience of 

having the opportunity of playing with and getting to know the hundreds of players who 

have come through the club during the last 32 years. 

 

 

NEW PUBLIC TENNIS COURTS 

The new public tennis courts in Queens Park were opened „before Christmas‟ 1933, and 

“were largely availed of throughout the holidays”.  Evidently courts remained in River 

Street as a report in the Healesville Guardian in 1938 indicated that “the tennis courts - 

were taken over for a new bowling green”, although the bowling club history indicates 

that this took place in 1935.   

 

THE YOUNG AND THE OLD(ER) 

When Chris Snell, at the age of 20, became the Club‟s youngest ever president, Flo 

Flood believes she might have been the oldest secretary on the same committee in  

1993-4! 

 

FAMILY SUCCESS 

Ian Lasry was the Men‟s Champion in 1961 and 1962 and his wife Nan was for four 

years club secretary.  Their only child, Lex, who attended Healesville Primary School,  

became a very prominent QC, and is now a Victorian judge. 
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„THE HOPMAN VISIT’ 

Stories of a visit to the HTC by Harry Hopman, famous player and coach of Australian David Cup 

teams, emerged during the course of this book‟s preparation.  However, there was no mention of 

such a visit in the relevant club Minutes.  Small photographs provided by Betty Mathieson, so it 

was claimed, were taken on the day of the visit, and included one of Harry Hopman and another 

of a Healesville team.  Betty remembered the occasion although she was only a junior player at 

the time and could not recall any details.  However, Ken McBain, who appeared in the team  

photograph, confirmed that such a visit did take place in about 1948 or 1949.  Harry Hopman 

was accompanied by other players „from Melbourne‟, (probably from the Lawn Tennis Association 

of Victoria) to give an „exhibition‟ to the locals.  Ken remembers a photo of Harry Hopman in his 

tennis uniform, with his first wife, Nell, standing outside one of the courts.  Beryl Ayres also  

remembers that such a visit did take place, and it was when „the old clubhouse still existed‟, 

shown in one of the photographs. 

 

 

 

 

Harry Hopman 
Billy Hughes 
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THE MISSING HONOUR 

There is one year missing on the Ladies Singles Honour board.  The club‟s best ever  

female player decided to play in two tournaments at different locations on the same day.  

All went according to plan until the final when she was not to be seen.  The other finalist 

said she would not wait so the Executive awarded the championship to her.  However, 

she would not accept it as she said she had not played for it. 

 

EARLY CONTESTS 

In 1890 The Argus reported on a match at Healesville between the Orleans Club and 

HTC, played on Monday 24th November.  The Healesville team consisted of Dr Baird and 

Messrs McCormick, Trezise and Green.  Other matches, reported in the Healesville  

Guardian in the 1890s involved visits from „medical tourists‟, Yarra Glen, Footscray,  

Lilydale and Malvern.  In 1895 the Bishop of Melbourne toured the complex. 

 

OPEN SCHOOLS’ TOURNAMENT 

On 1st September 1934 The Argus announced that “the Healesville Tennis Club - with the 

permission of the Lawn Tennis Association of Victoria - will conduct the first of an  

annual series of open tennis tournaments for school children during the term holidays”.  

Singles and doubles events for boys and girls at Under 15 and Under 17 age groups were 

to be held. 

 

WELCOME GUEST 

A figure well known on Healesville tennis courts a few years ago was a welcome player 

on the club courts during last week, when Miss Dell Andrew had some sets with local 

players.  Although Dell hasn‟t been playing much competition recently, she gave  

indication that she‟s lost none of the ease and accuracy that made her the leading lady 

player in the Lilydale-Wandin District Tennis Association when she played here.  So much 

so, in fact, that some club members were heard to mutter something about “get her to 

play next season”.  Dell, who lived in Healesville for many years, is a daughter of the late 

Mr W.H.Andrew, who was Mr Paul Bartold’s predecessor in the Nicholson Street  

pharmacy now conducted by Mr Bartold.  Dell is now living at Kingston Road, Surrey Hills. 

18 
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GOOD LOCAL VALUE 

Current Annual membership for HTC, “about $120”, item in the The Weekend Australian April 

30th 2011 - “The Middletons have a £11,000 ($18,000) a year membership of Queen‟s Tennis 

Club”!  The Middletons are the parents of the wife of Price William, Duchess of Cambridge. 

 

THE WIDER HEALESVILLE TENNIS COMMUNITY 

HTC was not the only organization in Healesville which boasted tennis courts.  The  

Merrymakers, a social club, originally deriving from Healesville Church of England, had table 

tennis and tennis teams.  Their headquarters were in what since 1962 is the Lions Club Hall in 

Old Healesville Road. 

 

During the 1920s, 1930s and 1940s in particular most of the larger guest houses, for which 

Healesville was famous, had at least one tennis court.  It was not uncommon for one or more 

of them to organize matches during the Christmas and Easter holiday periods against HTC. 

 

The Healesville High School also had courts which they allowed the tennis club to use on  

Saturdays when the club had more teams than courts of its own. 

 

THE TABLE TENNIS CONNECTION 

In the 1950s and 1960s Healesville had a very strong table tennis competition, with three 

grades competing each week.  A strong connection developed with HTC, many tennis players 

continued honing their hand and eye skills and maintaining their fitness levels by playing with 

competing table tennis clubs.  Betty, Robyn and Dick Swift, Rick Highett, Des Veloff, 

Norma Parish, Ron Lyne, Robert Dennehy, Ray McDonald, Tony Druitt, John and 

Ron Cowman and Ian Lasry (who was also President in 1960 and 1961) were all promi-

nent table tennis players as well as HTC members.  The tennis club rooms were used as a 

venue for competition table tennis matches, the two organizations combined in a fundraising 

social night at the Merrymakers Hall in June 1961, and both former HTC presidents,  

Ern Holden and Rick Highett were made Life Members of the Table Tennis club.   

Valerie Vaughan was not only the only HTC player to defeat Norma Parish in singles in 

tennis but also the only person - male or female - to defeat Russ Standish in table tennis. 
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A PRESIDENT’S RECOLLECTIONS  (GLENICE LISTON - PRESIDENT 1997) 

 We ran an in-house junior competition on a Tuesday night with about 40  

participants.  Robyn Horner was a loyal organising assistant. 

 There were so many juniors playing competition we used the table tennis table to 

keep them entertained between sets. 

 We had a lot of difficulty getting a committee together that year so I ended up as 

President, Secretary and Junior Convenor.  I could not have and would not have 

taken them on if not for the support of Rick Highett. 

 The ongoing saga of getting council funding for night lighting continued. 

 There were many discussions on eligibility for life membership.  Ultimately we 

agreed on suitable criteria. 

 

I really enjoyed being involved in the HTC, and understanding what makes a tennis club 

tick.  I think it‟s great that everybody gets an opportunity to take a turn on the  

committee.  

 

April 2009 

New synthetic grass on courts 3&4 
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DATE  PRESIDENT  SECRETARY  TREASURER 
 
1889   E.H. Cameron   D. Cameron 
1890-1918  no records available 
1918-19  Cr. Fred Hodges   C.S. Matthews   Stanley Pierce 
1919-20  Cr. Fred Hodges   S. Pierce    S. Pierce 
1920-21  Leon V. Phillips   S. Pierce    S. Pierce 
1921-22  Leon V. Phillips   G. Crowley    G. Crowley 
1922-23  Leon V. Phillips   G. Crowley    G. Crowley 
1923-24  Leon V. Phillips   R.D. Tully    R.D. Tully 
1924-25  Leon V. Phillips   R.D. Tully    R.D. Tully 
1925-26  Leon V. Phillips 
1926-27  Leon V. Phillips   Leon V. Phillips 
1927-28  Dr. Hugh Mitchell   G. Harvie    G. Harvie 
1928-29  Dr. Hugh Mitchell   G. Harvie    G. Harvie 
1929-30  Dr. Pryde    G. Harvie    G. Harvie 
1930-31  Dr. Pryde    H. McLaren    Jack Burnside 
1931-32  Dr. Burgess   H. McLaren    Jack Burnside 
1932-33  Jack Burnside   Alan McGee   Jack Burnside 
1933-34  J.A. Chaffer   Alan McGee   Jack Burnside 
1934-35  Pat MacNamara   O‟Donneell    Jack Burnside 
1935-36  Pat MacNamara   J.A. Chaffer   Jack Burnside 
1936-37  Pat MacNamara   J.A. Chaffer   Jack Burnside 
1937-38  L.J. Adam    Miss Callahan   Weddell 
1938-39  L.J. Adam    Lloyd Gill    Pat McNamara 
1939-40  L.J. Adam    Lloyd Gill    Pat McNamara 
1940-41  L.J. Adam    Bonnie McLaren   Pat McNamara 
1941-42  L.J. Adam    R.J. Pollard    E. Andrew 
1942-43  L.J. Adam    P. Gray    P. Gray 
1943-44  L.J. Adam    P. Gray    P. Gray 
1944-45  L.J. Adam    P. Gray    P. Gray 
1945-46  L.J. Adam    Gwen Ashmore   Gwen Ashmore  
1946-47  L.J. Adam    Gwen Ashmore   Gwen Ashmore 
1947-48  L.J. Adam    Gwen Ashmore   Kit Chiappina 
1948-49  Vern Mullett   V. Dickson    Kit Chiappina 
1949-50  Mr. Purnell    Kit Chiappina   E. Holden 
1950-51  E. Holden    Mrs. Peck    Mrs Mann 
1951-52  E. Holden    Maureen O‟Connell  P. Vaughan 
1952-58  no record found 
1958-59  E. Holden    N. Lasry    K. O‟Connell 
1959-60  E. Holden    N. Lasry    K. O‟Connell 
1960-61  E. Holden    N. Lasry    E. Upton 
1961-62  E. Smith    N. Lasry    E. Upton 
1962-63  E. Smith    A. Hunt    E. Upton 
1963-64  E. Smith    A. Hunt    G. Morrison 
1964-65  N. McConnell   G. Anderson   G. Morrison 
1965-66  N. McConnell   R. McDonald   G. Morrison 
1966-67  E. Holden    P. McConnell   J. Hay 
1967-68  A. Webb    K. Chalmers   J. Hay 
1968-69  K. Dossor    K. Chalmers   J. Hay 
1969-70  R. Schliefert    K. Chalmers   R. Highett 
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DATE  PRESIDENT  SECRETARY  TREASURER 
 
1970-71  R. Schliefert/R. Highett  J. Schliefert/B. Ayres  R. Kane  
1971-72  R. Highett    S. Richards/B. Ayres  R. Ayres 
1972-73  R. Highett    S. Richards/L. Ayres  R. Ayres 
1973-74  B. Ayres    S. Richards/I. Ayres  R. Ayres 
1974-75  B. Ayres    M. Young    R. Highett 
1975-76  G. Hocking    S. Wilson    R. Highett 
1976-77  G. Hocking    M. Young    R. Highett 
1977-78  G. Hocking    G. Wilcox    D. Stocco 
1978-79  R. Highett    R. Ayres    M. Sharp 
1979-80  R. Highett    P. Stocco    M. Sharp 
1980-81  R. Ure    D. Broad    M. Sharp 
1981-82  R. Ure    R. Highett    D. Broad 
1982-83  R. Ure/A. Honeycombe  A. Cooper    G. Carmody  
1983-84  A. Honeycombe   P. Druitt    G. Carmody 
1984-85  R. Ure    I. Brooks    G. Carmody  
1985-86  I. Pollock    I. Brooks    T. Druitt 
1986-87  I. Pollock    I. Brooks    T. Druitt 
1987-88  B. Moore    K. Ashe    T. Druitt 
1988-89  T. Druitt    K. Ashe    G. Smola 
1989-90  T. Druitt    K. Ashe    G. Smola 
1990-91  G. Handasyde   I. Brooks    G. Smola 
1991-92  G. Handasyde   D. Stuart    J. Easton 
1992-93  G. Handasyde   D. Stuart    J. Easton 
1993-94  C. Snell    F. Flood    C. Sharp 
1994-95  R. Dennehy   D. Reid    R. Highett 
1995-96  R. Dennehy/R. Frankland D. Reid    R. Highett 
1996-97  R. Frankland   D. Reid    R. Highett 
1997-98  G. Liston    D. Stuart    R. Highett 
1998-99  M. Reid    D. Reid    J. Arundel 
1999-00  M. Reid    D. Reid    J. Arundel 
2000-01  B. Honeycombe   P. Ryan-Needham  T. Needham  
2001-02  B. Honeycombe   V. Gillett    T. Blackmar 
2002-03  B. Frankland   C. Wittkopp   T. Blackmar 
2003-04  B. Frankland   C. Wittkopp   G. Bolton 
2004-05  M. Gerbes    C. Wittkopp   G. Bolton 
2005-06  A. Honeycombe   C. Wittkopp   J. Taylor 
2006-07  A. Honeycombe   C. Wittkopp   J. Taylor 
2007-08  A. Honeycombe   Vacant    J. Taylor 
2008-09  K. Cameron   B. Honeycombe   J. Taylor 
2009-10  K. Cameron   B. Honeycombe   A. Knibbs 
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SENIOR AND JUNIOR CONVENORS 
 
YEAR    SENIORS    JUNIORS 
 
1976-77    J. Woodrow    J. Woodrow 
1977-78    M. Sharp     G. Hocking 

1978-79    R. Highett     D. Broad/J. Prout 
1979-80    R. Ayres     J. Prout/T. Stanley 
1980-81    R. Ayres     T. Stanley/T. Druitt 
1981-82    R. Highett     T. Druitt 
1982-83    R. Highett     T. Druitt/A. Honeycombe 
1983-84    A. Honeycombe    D. Peters 
1984-85    R. Highett     J. Duncan 
1985-86    P. Sharp     J. Duncan 
1986-87    P. Sharp     B. Honeycombe 
1987-88    I. Pollock     B. Honeycombe 
1988-89    L. Boeder     B. Honeycombe 
1989-90    L. Boeder     K. Ashe 
1990-91    L. Boeder     B. Moore 
1991-92    G. Handasyde    B. Moore 
1992-93    G. Handasyde    G. Kendall 
1993-94    G. Handasyde    S. Dennehy 
1994-95    G. Handasyde    S. Dennehy 
1995-96    G. Handasyde    S. Dennehy 
1996-97    G. Handasyde    R. Schuurman 
1997-98    G. Handasyde    R. Schuurman/G. Liston 
1998-99    B. Honeycombe    L. Russell 
1999-00    B. Honeycombe    L. Russell 
2000-01    A. Honeycombe    L. Russell 
2001-02    A. Honeycombe    L. Russell/K. Anderson 
2002-03    P. Egglestone    C. Wittkopp 
2003-04    P. Egglestone    C. Wittkopp 
2004-05    A. Honeycombe    C. Wittkopp 
2005-06    B. Honeycombe    C. Wittkopp 
2006-07    B. Honeycombe    V. Gillett 
2007-08    B. Honeycombe    V. Gillett 
2008-09    A. Honeycombe    V. Gillett 
2009-10    A. Honeycombe    V. Gillett 
2010-11    A. Honeycombe    V. Gillett 
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HEALESVILLE TENNIS CLUB - CLUB CHAMPIONS 
YEAR    LADIES     MENS 
1958-59    N. Parish     K. O‟Connell  
1959-60    B. Swift     E. Smith 
1960-61    N. Parish     I. Lasry  
1961-62    N. Parish     I. Lasry 
1962-63    N. Parish     E. Smith 
1963-64    N. Parish     J. Cowman 
1964-65    N. Parish     W. Hughes 
1965-66    N. Parish     G. Morrison 
1966-67    B. Ayres     W. Hughes 
1967-68    B. Ayres     W. Hughes 
1968-69    B. Ayres     R. Highett 
1969-70    B. Ayres     D. McPherson 
1970-71    B. Ayres     J. Duscher 
1971-72    S. Richards     J. Duscher 
1972-73    S. Richards     J. Duscher 
1973-74    S. Richards     G. Hocking 
1974-75    M. Broad     G. Hocking 
1975-76    M. Broad     M. Young 
1976-77    M. Sharp     M. Young 
1977-78    M. Sharp     M. Young 
1978-79    M. Broad     N. Pieronczik 
1979-80    M. Broad     M. Young 
1980-81    M. Broad     G. Scott 
1981-82    M. Broad     M. Young 
1982-83    M. Broad     M. Young 
1983-84    C. Wyeth     S. Hutson 
1984-85          S. Hutson 
1985-86    M. Broad     G. Racine 
1986-87    M. Broad     E. Louw 
1987-88    K. Campbell    T. Blackburn 
1988-89    K. Campbell    E. Louw 
1989-90    K. Campbell    G. Kendall 
1990-91    W. Racine     A. Easton 
1991-92    W. Racine     P. Kelly 
1992-93    E. Gooding     G. Kendall   
1993-94    T. Gooding     L. Dennehy 
1994-95          G. Kendall 
1995-96    T. Gooding     A. Twist 
1996-97    E. Gooding     A. Twist 
1997-98    K. Wallace     A. Moon 
1998-99    L. Dennehy     M. Reid 
1999-00    T. Gooding     M. Young 
2000-01    B. Honeycombe    A. Kincaid 
2001-02    K. Bateman     T. Thom 
2002-03    T. Blackmar    M. Williams 
2003-04    C. Wittkopp    B. Caddle 
2004-05    C. Wittkopp    B. Caddle 
2005-06    C. Wittkopp    B. Caddle 
2006-07    L. Wade     D. Bullock 
2007-08    C. Wittkopp    D. Bullock 
2008-09    M. Scully     D. Bullock 
2009-10    M. Scully     P. Teijeiro 
2010-11    S. Carroll     S. Fabrikant 
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HEALESVILLE TENNIS CLUB - JUNIOR CHAMPIONS 
YEAR    BOYS     GIRLS 
 
1980-81    no record 
1981-82    Steven Hutson    Helen Ure 
1982-83    no record     Cheryl Wyeth 
1983-84    Craig Racine 
1984-85    no record 
1985-86    Gary Racine 
1986-87    E. Mulder 
1987-88    Adam Easton 
1988-89    Adam Easton 
1989-90    R. Forbes 
1990-91    Andrew Twist    Cathy Leonard 
1991-92    Andrew Twist    Bree Bishop 
1992-93    no record 
1993-94    Luke Dennehy 
1994-95    Andrew Twist    Erin Gooding 
1995-96    Luke Dennehy     
1996-97    no record 
1997-98    Brian Caddle 
1998-99    Daniel Schuuman 
1999-00    Daniel Schuuman 
2000-01    Aaron Kincaid    Shona Cameron 
2001-02    Travis Thom    Cassie Young 
2002-03    James Shambrook   Hana Weber 
2003-04    James Dunnet    Linley Wade 
2004-05    Chris Saaghy    Linley Wade 
2005-06    Ashley Frenken    Linley Wade 
2006-07    Paul Teijeiro    Katherine McLeod 
2007-08    Paul Teijeiro    Katherine McLeod 
2008-09    Robert Cameron   Lauren Hart 
2009-10    Tom Nolan    not contested 
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HEALESVILLE TENNIS CLUB - LIST OF COACHES 
 
Pre 1988    Jim Reddoch 
 
     Chris & Rod Saliba 
 
     Peter Chapple 
 
1988 - 1993   Stuart Sutterby 
 
1988 - 1993   Grant Kendall & Phil Kelly 
 
1994 - 1996   Grant Kendall 
 
Jan 1997 - Dec 1997  Wendy Shipp 
 
1997     Peter Chapman coached tennis & tennis etiquette 
 
April 1998 - Dec 2001 Vin McHugh 
 
Jan 2002 - 2003  Phil Rolls 
 
Jan 2004 - Dec 2004  Grant Kendall 
 
2005 - 2006   Topline Tennis - Steve Peuschel & David Underwood 
 
Oct 2006 - Dec 2008  David Bullock 
 
Jan 2009 -    Wayne Broom 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

2008  

David Bullock 

with New Mums 

Program 
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LIFE MEMBERS 
 
   Ernie J Holden 

   Beryl Ayres 

   Dot Peters 

   Rick Highett 

   Geoff Shannon 

   Peter Chapman 

   Tony Druitt 

   Grant Handasyde 

   Dot McMaster 

   Alan Honeycombe 

   Beth Honeycombe 
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APPENDIX - TERMINOLOGY OF GLOSSARY ABBREVIATIONS 
 
AGM   Annual General Meeting 
 
ERT   Eastern Region Tennis Inc established 1994 
 
FTG&DWLTA   Ferntree Gully & District Wednesday Ladies Tennis Association  
 
   established 1956.  First competed 1970 
 
FTG&DTA  Ferntree Gully & District Tennis Association ceased 1993 
 
HTC   Healesville Tennis Club 
 
LTAV   Lawn Tennis Association of Australia 
 
LW&DTA  Lilydale Wandin & District Tennis Assoc. established 1946-1963 
 
MALTTA  Mountain Area Ladies Tuesday Team Association established 1980.   
   
   First competed in 1986. 
 
QP   Queens Park 
 
UYDTA  Upper Yarra District Tennis Association established 1963 
 
YVTA  Yarra Valley Tennis Association established 1922 
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Most references are from the available Club Minutes, the Healesville Guardian, the 
Healesville News and Mountain Views, from the recollections of Rick Highett, and the  
occasional club Newsletter.   

 
1. Based on Jamie Howie‟s article in Mountain Views August 28th 1986. 

2. Healesville Bowling Club Centenary booklet - Frank Botten 1991. 

3. Matthews - general merchant;  Burnside - grocer and draper; Pierce - auctioneer 

and estate aged;  Andrew - chemist;  Phillips - hardware;  Wellman - Healesville Ho-

tel;  Hurlstone - corn store;  Bradshaw - estate agent;  Sheehan - Terminus Hotel;  

Roy - baker;  Christie - butcher. 

4. This paragraph is from Jamie Howie‟s article (see above). 

5. Healesville Bowling Club Centenary Booklet - Frank Botten 1991 

6. Healesville Bowling Club Centenary Booklet - Frank Botten 1991 

7. Healesville Bowling Club Centenary Booklet - Frank Botten 1991 

8. Healesville Guardian 1936 

9. Healesville Guardian October 23rd 1937 

10. Healesville Guardian September 30th 1960 

11. The Merrymakers was a sporting and social club formed in the late 1950s by 

younger members of St John‟s Anglican Church.  They had two tennis courts in 

front of their hall (now the Lions Club hall) in Old Lilydale Road. 

12. Mountain Views 2001 

13. Mountain Views July 26th 2005 

14. Material supplied by Di Moore 

15. Healesville News April 28th 1961 

16. Healesville News September 23rd 1960 

17. Healesville News August 5th 1960 

18. Healesville News November 18th 1960 

 

 

Further reading:   www.tennishistory.com 

    www.trove.nla.gov.au (search HTC) 
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Sharp,   Marlene 43,44,46,82,83,112-4 

              Peter 47,49,82,113 

Shaw,   Rev. Joseph 19 
  Mrs Ethel 19,21 

Sheehan  22,119 

Sherman,  Andrew 46 
Shipp,   Roma 102 

Sholl,   Jean 62,64,65,67,80,100 

Smith,   Eric 38,39,42,80,94,111,114 
               Mandy 43 

Smola,   Gwen 15,49,50,68,80,112 

                Vic 80,90,91 
Snell,   Chris 82,105,112 

Spakman,  Jake 68 

Standish,  Russ 108 
Stocco,   Dave 43,44,68,82,112 

  P 112 

Stoddart,  David 15,50,82 
Stuart,   Diana 15,50,63,82,90,112 

Swift,   Bet 38,41,42,114 

Swift,   Dick Jr. 38,40,108 
Taylor,   Dean 51 

  Jan 52,56,63,82,90,112 

Teijeiro,  Paul 83,114,115 
Terry,   George 66 

Thom,   Travis 82,114,115 

Tolley,   Shirley 15,47,49 
Truscott  25 

Twist,   Andrew 82,83,114,115 

Upton,   Ted 38,80,111 
Ure,   Bob 46,97,112 

          Carol 15,49,51,82,97,102 

          Colin 97 

          Greg 97 

          Helen 97,115 

          Jenny 97 
          Jim 40 

          Suzie 97 

Vaughan,  P 111 
  Valerie 83,99,108 

Veerman,  Judy 81,97 

Veloff,   Des 108 
Webb  Mrs 35 

Webb,   Arthur 82,111 

Weddell, Mrs 33,35,111 
Wellman 22,119 

Wilcox,   Garnet 82,112 
Williams,  Mark 51,52,56,82,114,118 

 

 

Wilson,   Danny 53,57 
  Sandra (nee Richards)77,81, 

  83, 112 

Wingett,  Caitlyn 59 
  Sally 51 

Wittkopp,  Christine 51,61,68,81,98,112-4  

Woodrow,  David 68 
  Ian 102 

                     John 43,44,82,83,113 

Wortley,  N. 25,33,35 
                  Trevor 42 

Wyeth,   Cheryl 47,82,83,93,114,115 

Young,   Cassie 97,115 
  Colin 97 

  Denise 97 

              Estelle 39,42,97 
  Isabelle 92 

  Judy 97 

              Michael 15,43,44,46,81,83,97, 
  99,112,114 

               Terry 97 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


